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Seven colleges make it to UGC’s
‘potential for excellence’ list

Each college will receive Rs. 1.50 crore over a five-year period

R. SulATHA

CHENNA:  The  University
Grants Commission has se-
lected seven colleges in the
State for grant of funds under
its Colleges with Potential for
Excellence programme.

An achievement

Of the five colleges affiliat-
ed to the University of Ma-
dras that has received grants,
three are women’s colleges.
The other two are co-educa-
tion colleges. It is an achieve-
ment for the University too,
which had only one college -
Ethiraj College, the CPE sta-
tus for the period 2014-19.

The institutions identified
include Women'’s Christian
College, Stella Maris, Justice
Basheer' Ahmed College for
Women (erstwhile SIET),
Madras Christian College
and D.G. Vaishnav College.

The decision was made at
the meeting held on Tuesday;,

UPGRADE: MCC has proposed to renovate the institution and

-

provide facilities to women students. — FILE PHOTO

said H. Devraj, UGC vice-
chairman.

The other two colleges are
CMS College of Coimbatore
and Vivekananda College
from Madurai.

Each college will receive .

Rs. 1.50 crore over a five-year
period. The grants will be ex-
tended two more times based
on their performance and in-
clination to improve their fa-

cilities, Prof. Devraj added.

Principal and secretary of
MCC, RW. Alexander Jesuda-
san, said the college had pro-
posed to renovate the institu-
tion and provide facilities to
women students.

“Of the 7,000 students on
campus 50 per cent are wom-
en and we wanted to improve
amenities such as rest rooms.
We also plan to digitise our li-

brary. We plan to renovate
our science laboratories with
alumni funding,” he said.
D.G. Vaishnav College has
plans to introduce smart
classes for all postgraduate
classes and final year under-
graduate students, said Prin-
cipal M. Venkatramanan.
“We received extension for
continuing with the autono-
my for seven years which also
helped us plan to conduct
certificate courses for foreign
languages. Language labora-
tories are being developed al-
s0,” he said, adding that the
management was providing
Rs one crore for such infras-
tructure development.

20 colleges had applied

Madras University Regis-
trar David P. Jawahar said that
20 colleges had applied out of
which 10 colleges were short-
listed after a committee eval-
uated them on various pa-
rameters.
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