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I. Answer the following in about 600 words each: (3x20=60 marks)

1 a. Critically examine the theme of quest for the self in the poems of Ezekiel, Ramanujan
and Kamala Das.

(or)

b. How do the poems prescribed for study explore the Indian experience and sensibility?

2 a. “Communal hatred is located not out on the streets, but deep inside ourselves.” How
does Dattani’s Final Solutions lay emphasis on this?

(or)

b. Critically analyse the role played by the mob in the play Final Solutions.

3. a. How does Amitav Ghosh present the predicament of man in conflict with his
environment?

(or)
b. How does R.K. Narayan’s The Guide bring to light the conflict between tradition and
modernity?
Il. Answer any two of the following in about 250 words each: (2x10=20 marks)

1. R.K. Narayan’s use of humour in The Guide.

2. Kamala Das’ portrayal of the unconventional woman.

3. Depiction of historical events in Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide.
4. Theme and style of Jeet Thayil’s poetry.
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I11. Critically examine the context, theme, tone and style in the following poem:
(20 marks)

An Introduction

... The language I speak,
Becomes mine, mine alone.
It is half English, half Indian, funny perhaps, But
it is honest,
It is as human as I am human, don’t
You see? It voices my joys, my longings, my
Hopes, and it is useful to me as cawing
Is to crows or roaring to the lions, it
Is human speech, the speech of the mind that is
Here and not there, a mind that sees and
Hears and
Is aware. Not the deaf, blind speech
Of trees in storm or of monsoon clouds or of rain
Or the
Incoherent mutterings of the blazing
Funeral pyre.
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