March 26, 1971

Role of Varsities
in Training
Leaders Stressed

MADRAS. Mareh 25.

University education ip India
chould be orienited to make gra-
duates “more employable” and
committed to the cause of the na-
tion, said Rev Fr. Kuriakose, l?rin—
cipal, Lovola College, participat-
ing in a seminar to-day,

Speaking on “Universities and
development”, he said the ideal of
knowledge for knowledge’s sake
was seldom voiced nowadays. Uni-
versities should be the training
greund for leaders in technology,
politice, economics, ete., swhom a
developing country badly needed:
bhut in India, thev were “primarily
examining bodies.”

Fr. Kuriakose said education
fostered development in three
ways—by improving the efficiency,
motivation and national swirit of
the working forces; by generating
a desira for hetter living: and by
removing the obstacles arising
from tradition; custom or super-
stition.

The Devuty Director of the LIT,
Prof. 8. Sampath, whose topic was
“Universities and Technological
Revoiution®”, wanted sufficient at-
tention to he paid to application
of knowledge. Fundamental re-
cearch should be undertaken 1o
the extent to which it was rele-
vant to the nation’s needs. He
suggesied the under-developed
countries {aking up for research
sophisticated technological pro-
hlems not yvet s=olved by  other
countries.

Sister Sheila O'Neill of Stella
Maris College regretted that huma-
nities were looked down  upon,
particularly by students and pa-
rents, and spurned as useless, un-
productive  studies. Humanities
were concerned .with man not
merely as an individual bhot as a
member of society. She pleaded for
a ptoper balance.to be siruck bet-
ween science and humanities in
the scheme of education and a
mutual understanding and appre-
ciation to be developed between
the students of the two branches
of knowledge.

A balanced course of studs; so
as to orevent students from deve-
loping a “one-track” mind was
demanded br Mr. K, Muralidharan
Nair of Jain College, who spoke on
“Universities and Sociefy”. Specia-
lication, which was the kevnote of
scientific and technological pro-
gress left the students neither the
time nor the inclination to acquire
the finer things of life He fa-
voured “general education” at the
under-graduate stage, and specia-
lication at the post-graduate level

Mr. Brendan J. Carroll, Educa-
tion Officer, British Council, who
was the Co-ordinator, said there
could be no dogmatic™ answer to
the guestion “what should he the
role of a university?” It was a
matter of giving emphasis and
priority to its diilerent functions.

Earlier, Prof. K. N. Rao, Presi-
dent of the Association of Univer-
sity Teachers, under whose aus-
pices the seminar was held, in
welcoming the gathering,

Mr. T. Rajagopalan, Secretary,
Froposed a vote of thanks.



