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The 1964 movie version of “My Fair Lady” has actress Audrey Hepburn playing 
Eliza’s character in a great way. The movie does a good job of portraying Eliza just as 
she is in the play. Hepburn manages to capture audiences with her lower class accent 
and ruddy clothes, making her an exact replica of Shaw’s version of Eliza and 
everybody likes it. However, in the movie Eliza comes across as more of a romantic, 
since the film is a musical she is always singing and dancing and this makes it 
romantic. Also, in the movie Eliza falls in love with Higgins and they end up together, 
marrying each other. This partnership shows that Eliza conforms to social norms by 
marrying a rich single bachelor, even though he treats her poorly badly and degrades 
her very much. In contrast, the play illustrates Eliza as being a strong independent 
woman that does not stand for Henry’s abuse. At the end of the play Henry mocks 
Eliza and lists off several items that he wants her to buy for him, thoroughly 
convinced that she will come back to live with him and he is sure. Eliza responds to 
his command by saying, “Buy them yourself”, and exits the scene (Shaw). Henry is so 
obsessed with having the power he does not know how to deal with Eliza’s new 
headstrong personality and he ends up feeling helpless. In both works, Eliza is 
transformed into an elegant lady, a sophisticated lady, but how she uses her status and 
wealth to maintain happiness differs between the two adaptations.Often times, 
Higgins will refer to Eliza as “it” and this just furthers the notion that she is not 
viewed as a woman to him but rather as something lower. Eliza knows that she is of 
inferior status to Henry, yet he constantly reminds her of what she really always  is : a 
poor flower girl. After the ball, Henry says to Eliza, “Y o u won my bet! You! 
Presumptuous insect! I won it” (Shaw). By calling her an insect he is verbally 
degrading her, and one could insinuate he picked a bug because it is small, dirty and 
helpless just like Eliza was when he found her. The issue of class is pushed even 
further when Eliza says, “I sold flowers. I didn’t sell myself. Now you’ve made a lady 
of me I'm not fit to sell anything else. I wish you’d left me where you found me” 
(Shaw). Now that Higgins has made Eliza proper and good the only thing she can do 
is look for a husband, if she plans on maintaining her status as a lady. She feels 
trapped knowing very well that she can never ever go back to her old trade.  
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