
 

Epidiascope 

 

It was used in the Department of Fine Arts in the 

1970’s. The epidiascope is a type of opaque projector 

developed in the early years of the 20
th

 century. Unlike 

the episcope or epidiascope, which has the ability to 

project opaque images only, epidiascopes can project 

images of both transparent and opaque images. The basic 

functionality of the epidiascope involved harnessing the 

power of light to create the images. In the earliest models 

of the epidiascope and other similar projectors, limelight 

was used as the medium. To focus the light and create a 

viable image, a series of lenses or mirrors would be used 

to direct the image onto a screen. By the middle of the 20
th
 

century, the typical epidiascope was produces using 

incandescent light as the source for creating the image. 

Desktop models of the device were in common use in 

schools and colleges across the globe.    


