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I take pleasure in presenting to 
you a cursory account of the " inci
dentals " and the " essentials" that 
have contributed to the life of Stella 
Maris in 1952-53. We begin with the 
incidentals. 

Incidentals 

Ame>ng the means of furthering a 
liberal education, John Henry 
Cardinal Newman, an authority on 
the subject, would recommend 
travelling as of primary importance
since it brings the student into con
tact with various classes of people, 
their modes of thought, their inter
ests and their forms of worship. To 
achieve this purpose, the student 
should go abroad. In our case the 

process has been reversed and with
out travelling farther afield than 
their own city of Madras our stu
dents have be:cefited fully from 
visits of many important personages. 
from that of the Prime Minister. 
Sri Jawaharlal Nehru, in September. 
the delegates for the International 
Social Service Conference and the 
Catholic Students' Congress in 
December (more than 600 of whom 
called Stella Maris their temporary 
home); to the visit of the President 
of the Republic himself in February. 

Essentials 

However beneficial these events 
may have been in "enlarging the 
mind," according to Cardinal 
Newman's favourite expression, v1e 
are at present more interested in 



matters nearer home. The curri
culum of Stella Maris College .has 
been enriched by the addition of the 
long-desired Natural Science Group. 
Long-desired, and long-delayed also, 
on account of finances. Seventy-two 
lucky students found place in this 
group-others were painfully turned 
away. 

Examinations 

March examination results were 
better, and worse. than in previous 
years, better f8r the B.A.'s who 
scJred 95 per cent ; wJrse for the 
Intermediate who scJred 78 per cent. 
Let us wish them better luck next 
time. Congratulations are due to 
Miss Margaret Paul for a triple 
first class. To her the University 
awarded the Sir Henry St:me Medal 
for English Prose and Composition. 

College Associations 

Our College Associations which 
have no\v reached the stage of pro
ductive maturity lo::.t nothing of their 
fervour this year. Externally the 
bustle and excitement was perhaps 
a little less, but only because officers 
had now acquired skill to manage 
their affairs quietly and efficiently, 
and members expected the cJntinu
ous round of interesting and 
instructive programmes. 

Inaugurated by Sri S. K. Chettur, 
I.C.S., Secretary to Government, his 
address on "Art and Literature ,. 
not only inspire:l the Art and Lite
rary Associations, but proved an 
equally effective stimulus to 
Scientists and H:storians too. 
Monthly meetings took place regu
larly and the difficulty was not 
' What shall we have ? ", but " When 

can we have it ? "-for every associa
tion was ready with its scheduled 
meetir.g, and often an extra one b be 
fitted in somehow. Careful manipu
lation of the calendar usually 
managed to sat:sfy even the most 
avaricious secretaries. There was a 
great variety of lectures delivered 
by eminent scholars and Honourable 
Ministers and other distinguished 
personages of India and other lands. 
There were debates which aroused 
burning student enthusiasm on such 
top~cs as : Happ~ness in the Modern 
World. The Practical Value of 
History and the Moral Value of the 
Film. 

Ass0ciations also sent their 
Proteges outside the College walls to 
try their skill in the numerous 
Inter-Collegiate contests arranged 
throughout the year. Usually those 
stars returned to render a good 
account of themselves, bringing 
home a very creditable collection of 
cups, med.als, prizes and certificates 
for musical and dramatic perfor
mances, essay competitions, recita
tion contests and the like. 

But the spirit of the Ass0ciations 
was not merely com"9etitive. There 
was the spirit of service too. Students 
gladly rallied to the call to contri
bute items for the many charitable 
causes which presented themselves: 
The Rayalaseema Famine Relief 
Fund, the St. Thomas' Mount Social 
Service Club and the First National 
Catholic Students' Congress. 

In such a whirl of activity, Febru
ary stole upon us unperceived to 
find the Assoc:ations assembled for 
the valedictory address delivered by 
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Sri J. L. Prabhu. H~s topic'' Women 
can change India " met, as we may 
expect, with universal agreement 
and applause, but it was thought
provoking too, and .students' minds 
began to ponder and plan upon 
possible ways and means. Let us 
hope their plans prove fruitful. 

The Hostel 

Life in the Hostel, like the build
ing itself, has been exceptionally 
full this year ; se> great was the 
demand for accommodation that 
space had to be ~acrificed for " place,•· 
l::ut perhaps the first shyness of the 
many first-year students was lost all 
the quicker as they learnt to help 
and entertain each other. As usual 
hostelites generously offered them
selves for the various college activi
ties, forming the backbone of the 
nursing detachment. the ticket
sellers' squads, Social Service groups 
and even fulfilling the less brilliant 
roles in the Circus-inside the 
elephant for instance. There have 
been many happy hour~ of recreation 
with sports, dancing. films, and 
entertainments ; hostelites contribut
ed an amusing item for the concert 
held at Loyola College in aid of the 
C. S. U. Congress. Even during the 
holidays those who remained behind, 
gallantly served as guides and 
hostesses. This exchange of ideas 
and experiences with the outside 
world has been a useful factor in the 
education of our hostelites for, as 
Rev. Fr. Leigh, S. J., pointed out in 
his address to them, college students 
should seek not only to cram down. 
like stuffed geese, the maximum 
amount of prescribed text-books, but 
rather to acquire education of the 
"whole man ;, , physically. mentally 

and morally. Perhaps some of the 
happiest memories for students of 
every creed will be those of the 
processions, by sun or candle-light 
and the quieter moments which have 
united them in prayer to the Father 
of all. May He continue to watch 
over all those who have shared the 
work and joys of the happy little 
family in the College Hostel. 

St. John Ambulance Brigade 
In response to an appeal from the 

Minister of Health, Sri Amrit Kaur, 
for the formation of voluntary nurs
ing divisions in Madras, a course of 
Home Nursing was started under the 
auspices of the St. John Ambulance 
(India) Brigade. Twenty students 
who qualified in the Theory and 
Practical examination were awarded 
certificates. Even more valuable 
than the certificat~. however, is the 
experience gained in a subject which 
is essential for any kind of social 
work and useful for every girl in 
her own home. Six of the successful 
students helped to form the Guard 
of Honour to welcome the Chief Com
missioner, Countess Mountbatten. 
on her visit to the social works of 
Madras and were privileged to be 
the only University students present 
at the reception. 

Social Service League 

Thanks to the workers of the first 
hour whose surveys, census-taking, 
health supervisiOn and teaching 
made the work of today relatively 
easy·: we continue along the same 
lines, ever expanding toward better 
sanitation, employment and school
ing. Fif:y-four children of sch'Jol
age are receiving primary education : 
some older girls are given 



employment in their own homes or 
outside the cheri. A sanitation 
brigade of the men folk is carrying 
on a veritable reform, inside and 
outside. 

In conclusion, just as surely as the 
college is going from strength to 
strength, just so surely is it pro
gressing along academic lines and 
extra-curricular achievements. What 

is even more heartening is the ever
increasing spirit of solidarity between 
students and staff. This unity of 
purpose forms the peculiar atmo
sphere that permeates Stella Maris. 
If we add to this, the benevolent 
attitude of the parents, we have an 
ideal set-up of which any college 
may well be proud. To each and all 
I here acknowledge my debt of 
gratitude. 

COLLEGE DAY -28TH FEBRUARY, 1953 
S TELLA Maris College, founded over 

five years ago, welcomed, on 2Hth 
February, 1953, more than 500 students 
and many distinguished guests to the 
Annual College Day Celebrations. The 
President of the Madras Legislative 
Council. Dr. P. v. Cherian, M.L.C., 
grad;)usly presided over the function and 
stood with Mr;;. Cherian to receive the 
salute as the white-clad girls marched 
past in formation to present the College 
colours. 

After various sporting events in which 
the energy and enthusiasm of the young 
athletes were a matter for admiration on 
so warm an afternoon, the Principal of the 
College, Rev. Mother M. Lillian, F.M.M., 
gave an account of the year's activities. 

Dr. P. V. Cherian, in a stimulating and 
thoughtful address, then congratulated 
the College on its splendid results achieved 
in so short a time and expressed particular 
interest in the establishment of the Natural 
Science course which he hoped would be 
a stepping-stone to a medical career. " Our 
ideal," he said, " should be one of service 
without selfishness, and I cannot think of 
anything nobler than the, medical 
profession." Himself a student of a 
missionary institution, Dr. Cherian gave 
warm appreciation of the work being done. 
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" I have seen and admired the great work 
of the missionaries in the service of the 
country," he said. "Large numbers of 
them come from outside leaving their 
home and relations to work for our com
mon good. Their reward is the great 
satisfaction that they too have a very 
active and important share in building up 
the great edifice of self-governing India. 
Institutions like Stella Maris College instil 
a sense of discipline, truth and charity, 
and our fundamental rights of liberty. 
equality, fraternity and justice are con
solidated there." He approved the broad 
outlook which was encouraged by the 
College in its many activities-even in !he 
sports which he had just witnessed-and 
amid much applause, suggested that 
" something should be done to enlarge the 
present playing-ground available for the 
growing College." He ended, urging the 
students to " oppose wrong .and injustice, 
assist the distressed and above all have 
nothing to do with pride and selfishness. 
If you do this you will raise the standard 
and prestige of your Alma Mater." 

Mrs. Tara Cherian graciously presented 
the prizes to successful students in classes 
and in sports, the day ended with music 
and a film (appropriate after the Presi
dent's glowing eulogy!) showing the 
social work done in the Arcot District. 
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