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Besides her acknowledged aptitude at the publishing 
desk, it is as an excellent teacher that she will be 
particularly remembered. Her depth and expanse 
of knowledge of literature and language have held 
her in awe among students. It is the scope of her 
intellectual exploration as applied to the clarity of 
her teaching, for which she has earned our collective 
gratitude. We wish her well in the years ahead. 

Ms. Meera Balachandran, Department of English, has 
for the last 21 years contributed richly to the 
academic and cultural life on campus. She has regaled 
the students and the faculty with her intellectual, 
sensitive and committed personality and excellent 
command of the subject. Her melodious voice and 
poetic expression have soothed many an audience. 
We express here the strains of gratitude from those 
with whom she worked and taught. 

Ms. Lakshmi Venkatasubramaniam, Department of 
Economics, retires after 17 years of service. 
Analytical and logical, she is a reserve of knowledge 
that aims at awakening the intellectual capacities of 
the students. Her lectures serve as eloquent 
testimony of a very fine mind. We remember Ms. 
Lakshmi for her inspiring messages, her graceful 
teaching style and her sense of humour. It is with 
respect and admiration that we wish her happiness 
in retirement. 

Ms. Rhevathy Jesudoss, faculty of the Department 
of Zoology, has been a teacher committed to her 
profession for the last 16 years. Her interaction 
with students and her ability to transform her 
teaching into a variety of activities is laudable. 
Dynamic and generous, she has contributed in many 
spheres, especially in the arena of sports and games 
and social awareness programmes. Exuberant and 
sprightly, she has endeared herself to her colleagues 
and students. I take this opportunity to wish her a 
restful retired life. 

Catholic education is a fellowship, and the people 
who are in this institution form a part of the mission 
to serve, and in doing so, to shape and form women 
of character. As an educational institution at the 
tertiary level, we try to interface teaching, research 
and community service as a means to achieve the 
integral formation of the young people who come 
to us. We seek to establish a link between knowledge 
and values, intellectual development and moral 
thought, understanding and ethical meaning. 

The activities of the college for this academic year 
have been prompted from the mission of the 
institution, and I will highlight a few that have 
contributed to the making of women of integrity 
and character. 

In this world of expanding frontiers of knowledge, 
the college continues to sustain its links across the 
globe, and has opened its doors to establishing new 
academic initiatives, which help in the growth of the 
institution. The United Board for Christian Higher 
Education has supported the following development 
programmes in the college: Faculty Training 
Programme for Business Administration and 
Management Studies for the Department of 
Commerce and the Scholar in Residence 
Programme, where faculty and students of the 
Department of English had the opportunity of 
interacting with Mr. Ranjit Hoskote, poet, cultural 
theorist and curator, Dr. A. K. Ramakrishnan, West 
Asian scholar, activist and environmentalist and Ms. 
Kamila Shamsie, novelist from Pakistan. The 
programme included writing workshops, open 
lectures and public readings. It was an enriching 
experience, which invited the participants to share 
in their intellectual acumen. 

Ms. Bernadine Joseph, Department of English has 
benefited from the United Board's Freeman 
Scholarship and has finished one semester at 



Valparaiso University, Indiana USA Her second 
semester will be spent at Seoul, Korea. 

We were fortunate to welcome into our midst Dr. 
Tim Light, Chairman of the United Board and 
colleagues who visited the college in January 2004. 

Another international collaborative project is the 
MOU signed with the Birmingham Institute of Art 
and Design, University of Central England, by Stella 
Maris College for the Department of Fine Arts. 
Ms. Ashrafi Bhagat and Ms. Margaret Thomas will 
be visiting the Birmingham Institute in March, to 
chalk out the process of collaboration. 

A new project centre donated by the People and 
the Government of Japan under the Grant Assistance 
for Human Security Project and named after our 
Foundress, Helene de Chappotin, will be blessed 
and opened by His Grace, the Archbishop of Madras
Mylapore on March I Oth. This centre will function 
as a resource centre for promoting extension 
activities in keeping with the mission of the college. 

'Sangamam', the community activity extension centre 
of the college continues to function at Royapuram. 
The Self Help Groups and the Transit Schools are 
very active and the Women's Development 
Corporation has identified the Self Help Groups for 
financial assistance in the form of loans and grants. 
A Capacity Building Workshop will be conducted 
for the women leaders of the Self Help Groups on 
International Women's Day. The three-year Action 
Research Project sponsored by IFCU has been 
completed and the Project Report has been sent 
for publication. Ms' Sandra Stephen, Department of 
Social Work presented the report of 'Sangamam' at 
the meeting of the International Federation of 
Catholic Universities at Brazil in September 2003. 

Dr. Ms. Ordetta Mendoza, Head, Department of 
Bioinformatics, participated in two international 
workshops on 'Applied Proteomics - Separation 

Sciences' and 'Mass Spectrometry' at the University 
Hospital, Geneva, Switzerland during September -
October 2003. 

Sr. Lourdhu Mary, fmm, Department of Social Work 
was invited by the GRAIL Centre to Cape Town, 
South Africa for a programme on Strategic Planning 
in October 2003. 

Sr. Christine, fmm, Vice- Principal, and a team of 
faculty and students from the Department of Social 
Work, participated in the World Social Forum held 
at Mumbai in January 2004. Ms. Naomi Rajkumar 
of Ill B.A. Economics also represented Chennai at 
the same Forum. 

Extension activities of the college are also spread 
across a few villages of Tamil Nadu. The project 
aimed at reaching Science and Technology to the 
rural women, coordinated by Dr. Ms. Geetha 
Swaminathan, Department of Chemistry, involves 
women drawn from about IS villages around 
Padappai. The Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of India, has sanctioned 
Rs. I 0.5 lakhs for this project on 'Low Cost 
Processing and Preservation of Horticultural 
Produce'. 

The Service Learning Programme continues to 
attract over a hundred student volunteers, who give 
generously of their time to educate the people of 
the villages around Padappai and make them self
confident. Our NSS volunteers also attended a 
I 0-day rural camp at this village. Ms. Sagaya Malar 
Vizhi, II B.A. Sociology, attended a six-week 
International Programme on Service Learning at 
Manila, Philippines in August 2003, where she was 
adjudged the Outstanding Student in Academics, and 
Outstanding Student in Service-Learning, winning two 
medals and certificates. 

Through ·the Social Awareness Programme, the 
students have been active in areas such as health 



education, welfare of the aged and physically and 
mentally challenged, environmental awareness 
programmes, computer education in Corporation 
Schools and child welfare programmes. 

One of the objectives of the college is to develop 
a community of individuals endowed with intellectual 
curiosity and an eagerness for lifetime learning. A 
means toward achieving this objective is permitting 
faculty and students to organise and participate in 
seminars, workshops and conferences in India and 
abroad. 

In January this year, we were privileged to participate 
in the Special Lecture held at Stella Maris College in 
honour of Ms. Kalpana Chawla brought to us by 
Dr. Douglas Brown and Dr. Jonathan B. Clark, NASA 
scientists. 

Dr. Ms. Sundari Krishnamurthy, Department of 
·Sociology, presented papers on 'Communication across 
borders: Experiences of Rural Indian Women in using 
Cyber Cafes' at San Diego, California, USA in May 
2003 and on 'Information Technology, Development 
and Women' at a conference in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, USA, in June 2003. 

Dr. Ms. V. Padma, Department of English was invited 
to be the Keynote speaker at the International 
Conference of Women Playwrights on 'Women 
Making Theatre in a Changing World' held at the 
Philippines, in November 2003. 

2/Lt Dolly Thomas, Department of History attended 
the three months Pre-Commission Training 
Programme at the NCC Officers Training Academy, 
Gwalior, and was awarded the Commandant's Silver 
Medal for Best All Round Lady Cadet. 

The college has sustained its academic environment 
by organising several programmes for the faculty, 
where distinguished academicians, both from India 
and abroad, conducted sessions or delivered lectures. 
Dr. Fr. V.V. Abraham, sdb, conducted sessions for 

the faculty while Dr. A. Raman, faculty, University 
of Sydney, Orange conducted a two-day workshop 
on 'Academic Audit'. 

Dr. Siddhartha Sen, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland 
delivered a lecture on 'Hamiltonian Principles and 
Optics' for the faculty and students of the 
Department of Physics. 

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman, M.S. Swaminathan 
Research Foundation, delivered the Dr. Meera Paul 
and the Dr. Hannah John Endowment Lecture on 
'Women, Biodiversity and Biotechnology'. This 
lecture organised by the Department of Zoology 
drew a large number of participants. 

The Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent Endowment Lecture of 
the Department of Economics was delivered by Ms. 
Hema Ravichandran, Senior Vice-President, (HR), 
Jnfosys Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore. 

The Department of History organised the Smt. 
Indira Gandhi Endowment Lecture on 'Government's 
Role in the Empowerment of Women'. The (ecture 
was delivered by Dr. Vasanthi Devi, Chairperson, 
Tamil Nadu State Commission for Women. 

The Dr. Thangamani Endowment Lecture of 
the Department of Mathematics on 'How to 
Design a Traffic Signal' was delivered by 
Dr. P. K. Subramaniam, Professor, Department of 
Mathematics, California State University, Los Angeles, 
USA. 

Stella Maris College also played host to several 
administrators and faculty from various colleges in 
India who visited the college to study the functioning 
of Autonomy and the Credit Based System. 

Our faculty participated in seminars organised by 
the University Grants Commission on the occasion 
of its Golden Jubilee at Bangalore, Hyderabad and 
Pune. We are grateful to the UGC for introducing 
new initiatives during the X plan period. 



The faculty members personally strive to develop 
their knowledge through research programmes. Dr. 
Ms. Prema Jagannathan, Department of English, and 
Dr. Ms. Miriam Suares, Department of Zoology, 
obtained their Ph.D. degrees this year. Several of 
our faculty have submitted their theses and are 
awaiting the viva-voce examination. Twenty-one 
members of our faculty were deputed for doctoral 
research under the UGC's FIP scheme during the 
IX plan period. 

Due recognition is also given to the excellent work 
undertaken by our faculty members, and the awards 
received by a few stand testimony to this fact: 

Dr. Ms. Madhu Dhawan, received several awards 
including the 'Sahitya Bharati Award' and the 'Hindi 
Ratna' from the Sahitya Sammelan, Prayag, and the 
Sahitya Academy, Allahabad respectively for her 
contribution to the Hindi literary freld. 

Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip received the 'Mother Teresa 
Award' for Higher Education from the National 
Integration Committee, Tamil Nadu and the 'Seva 
Ratna Award' from the Centenarian Trust. 

To form women of character, with moral principles 
and integrated personalities the institution lays 
emphasis on Value Education. Under the guidance 
of Sr. Sundari, fmm, and Sr. Christine, fmm, the 
college strives to inculcate values in students, and 
continues to strengthen their faith formation through 
meaningful programmes. Six retreats were held 
this year with the active participation of the catholic 
students as part of the Campus Ministry. Eminent 
speakers were invited to conduct sessions for the 
students on various themes relating to Value 
Education. 

Training Programmes are conducted in the college 
to ensure the holistic development of the student's 
personality. A variety of certificate courses such as 
Drawing and Painting, Customer Relations 

Management, Investment Banking and Financial 
Services, Health Management, and Airline and Travel 
are also offered. 

To sensitise students to critique current socio
economic, political and cultural issues and to 
denounce all forms of oppression relating to class, 
caste and gender, the college promotes several 
programmes that involve both faculty and students. 

Students of Social Work trained in Street Theatre, 
performed skits on: Water Conservation, AIDS 
Awareness, Women's Issues, and Child Rights in 
the city slums. 

The Department of International Studies held a 
National Seminar on 'International Systems in the 
21st Century' in January 2004. 

The Stella Maris College chapter of the ISTD 
contributed to student development by organising 
sessions on Stress Management, Human Resources, 
Quality of life, motivation and attitude, and 
communication skills, which were conducted by 
eminent resource persons. 

The college has encouraged students to organise 
and participate in programmes, which help instill in 
them a sense of national pride and appreciation of 
Indian traditions and cultures, and also sensitise them 
to environmental issues, thus motivating them to 
promote ecological justice and sustainable 
development 

'Mela 2003' -was organised by the Students Union 
with the objective of reviving Indian culture through 
dance, music and games. A one-day Seminar on 
'Social Entrepreneurship' - POT POURRI, also by 
the Students Union had sessions on Acupressure, 
Modelling and Sculpting, Dandiya, etc. Stalls were 
also put up by various NGO's. The Union also 
organised its annual celebration of various days like 
Teachers Day, MTC Day, Workers Day, AIDS 
Awareness programmes, and many more. 



The college provides students with various 
opportunities to express themselves through their 
writing skills in the annual college magazine with the 
theme 'Reason and Passion', the college newspaper, 
'The Star of the Sea', as well as the departmental 
journals including 'Ankur', the journal of the 
Department of Economics, 'Literary Journal' of the 
Department of English , 'Focus' of the Department 
of International Studies, 'Khilti Kaliyan' of the 
Department of Hindi and 'Zircon' by the Department 
of Chemistry to commemorate the 40th year of its 
foundation. 

The extra-curricular activities of the college also 
offer students avenues to develop their potential. 

The National Cadet Corps develops resilience in 
students while challenging them to participate in 
activities few women dare to undertake. Six of our 
cadets, Cdts. Supraja Raghavan, Roshni, Jamie Ann, 
Leading Cdts. Bragadha, Nancy and Fit. Cdt. Morin 
Diana were selected for the Republic Day Camp at 
New Delhi this year. Fit. Cdt. Morin Diana was 
also selected to march on the Raj Path and Leading 
Cdt. Bragadha was adjudged 'Cherry Blossom'. At 
the national level, our cadets participated in the 
Combined Annual Training Camps (CATC) and 
National Integration Camps (NIC) held in several 
states. They also participated in the Trekking Camp 
at Sikkim and the Rock Climbing Training Camp at 
Kerala. At the International level, Leading Cdt. Soni 
Maria Jacob was selected for a Youth Exchange 
Programme to Vietnam. 

The National Service Scheme, with its 268 student 
volunteers in 18 institutions and organizations, 
offered its services to schools for the blind and 
deaf, homes for the aged, physically and mentally 
challenged, AIDS awareness programmes, blood 
donation and hepatitis B vaccination camps. 

· The Sports and Games facility of the college attracts 
a lot of interest, and the activities include Aerobics, 

Yoga, Karate and training for Red Cross and First 
Aid. Several of our students have represented 
Madras University 'B' Zone in the major games and 
athletics meets including the All India Inter University 
Tournaments. The college Table Tennis Team bagged 
the Winners Trophy of the Bhatt Memorial 
Tournament conducted by SDNB Vaishnava College 
and the All India Tournament conducted by CMC, 
Vellore, while the Shuttle Badminton Team was 
placed in the second position for the same 
tournaments. The Throwball Team was also placed 
in the second position in the All India Tournament 
conducted by CMC, Vellore. 

The Stella Maris Students Union with its motto 'Log 
on to challenges, Surf to success' were posted overall 
winners in several intercollegiate cultural 
competitions including 'Deep Woods' of MCC, 
'Neherika' of Anna Adarsh, 'Shristi' of Ethiraj and 
'Charisma' of JBAS College. Our students were 
also overall winners at the Mylapore Academy 
Oratorical Competition, L. N. Birla National Debate 
Competition, Octavia Music Competition, 'Utsav' 
Western Dance Competition, LIBA Quiz 
Competition and several others. The intercollegiate 
cultural programme organised by our College, 
'Melange', was a huge success with a record audience. 
At the prestigious 'Natak' intercollegiate original play 
competition our team bagged several awards 
including that of best director, best play and best 
script. 

Clubs are an integral part of life on campus, catering 
to the varied interests of the student body. This 
year saw the birth of three new clubs: 'The Links' 
the computing club launched by the students of 
Computer Science, The French Club 'Cercle des 
Francophiles' and the Event Management Club. 

Ashwini Viswanathan, II M.A. Economics was 
awarded the State Government Scholarship of lyal 
lsai Nataka Manram for the year 2004, while 



Nischinta Amarnath of I B.A. Economics received 
the 'Young Achiever Award' from the Rotary Club 
in the category of Arts and Extra-curricular activities. 

Five of our students, Megha, Tanvi, Sruthi, Mallika 
and Gayathri of Ill B.Sc. Zoology particip-ated in an 
exhibition at Anna University as part of the 
International Conference on 'Coastal Water and 
Fresh Water Issues' conducted by the Institute of 
Ocean Management, and were awarded the first 
prize of Rs. 3000 for their exhibit on the 'Impact of 
Global Warming on Coral Reefs'. 

Theatre plays an important role in Stella Maris, and 
students are encouraged to display not just their 
histrionic talents, but also to be involved in the 
entire pr~duction process. This year, there were 
two productions. The Tamil play, 'Malarkaliley 
Aval Malligai' staged in December at the Music 
Academy was an adaptation of the novel by the 
well-known Tamil writer, lndumathi. The English 
Play staged on campus in February, 'That ... then, 
This ... now' a story of long, long ago quite recently, 
was based on the Panchatantra Tales and was 
directed by Yog Japee. This production, completely 
organised by the students from start to finish, also 
received good reviews. 

Exhibitions, intercollegiate competitions and fests 
were held by various departments and these included 
the 'MATHZOOM' by the Department of 
Mathematics, 'BC to AD - RESURGENCE' by the 
Department of History, Chemistry's 'REACTIONS', 
Zoology's 'SYNAPSE'; 'WIZZIT' by the Department 
of Computer Science, Botany's 'BIOTECNICA' and 
'SPARKS' of Physics, 'ECOCENTRIC' by the 
Department of Economics, 'COMBAT' by the 
Department of Commerce, Sociology's 
'SAMAGAMA' and 'RENAISSANCE' by the 
Department of English. The Department of Fine 
Arts will be holding its Annual Exhibition at Amethyst 
on March 19th. The Department of Chemistry also 

conducted the annual quiz competition for the Sr. 
Juliet Irene Rolling Trophy in February this year, 
while the A D Shroff Memorial Elocution 
Competition organised by the Department of 
Economics was held in September 2003. 

This year also marked the Golden Jubilee of the 
Social Work department and the Silver Jubilee of 
the Botany department. 

The activities of the Department of Social Work 
included a three-day 'Sensitisation Programme to 
Combat Child Labour' for the teachers of Chennai 
Corporation Schools and ISO rehabilitated child 
labourers, in collaboration with the Education 
Department, Corporation of Chennai. A report 
has been published in collaboration with the Tamil 
Nadu Adi Dravida Housing Development 
Corporation entitled 'Development Oriented Field 
Work in Social Work' that presented the 
rehabilitation of sanitation workers. An Endowment 
Fund and an Endowment Lecture in honour of Sr. 
Thecla Camacho, fmm, foundress of the department 
were also instituted. 'Unnathi', the Social Work 
Students Forum, also held a national seminar on 
'Globalisation and Natural Resources Management'. 

As part of the Silver Jubilee celebrations, the 
Department of Botany organised a UGC sponsored 
National Seminar, 'Bioinformatica 2003' in 
collaboration with the Department of Bioinformatics 
in December 2003, and a state level seminar and 
exhibition of medicinal plants and herbal products, 
'Aushadhiyam' in February 2004. A workshop for 
School Teachers on 'Effective Teaching of Biology' 
was also conducted in September 2003. 

To enhance the learning environment, the 
management has invested generously in 
infrastructure. In this process, the College Library 
has undergone numerous changes. It is now fully 
automated with the books being bar coded, thus 



enabling faculty and students to have better access 
to online resources. 

The college has also invested in LAN between 
departments and has procured a leased line 
connection for better Internet access. 

Our contact with students remains strong long after 
they have passed through the portals of the college, 
and the ever-increasing chapters of our Alumnae 
Association are a testimony to the strong bonds 
that bind past and present Stella Marians together. 

Sr. Christine, fmm, along with eight of our alumnae 
co-ordinates the activities of the Career Guidance 
Cell of the college. They organised training 
programmes and workshops through out the year. 
Campus recruitment with the participation of 
prestigious companies is gaining momentum with 
part-time jobs and internships on the increase. We 
are grateful to this dedicated team for giving so 
generously of their time and resources. Mention 
must be made of the project offered by Citibank to 
the Department of Commerce on e-business with 
special reference to customer satisfaction. 

Having placed before you a brief report of the 
activities of the year, I would now like to reiterate 
my deep sense of gratitude to: 

Sr. Cecilia Joachim, fmm, Provincial Superior and 
Chairperson of the Governing Body, 

Dr. Sr. Rita Marneni, fmm, Secretary of the 
College, 

Sr. Christine Antony, fmm, Dr. Ms. Jilly Joseph 
and Dr. Ms. Chitra Krishnan, Vice-Principals, 

Dr. Ms. Sundari Krishnamurthy, Dr. Ms. Patricia 
Gabriel and Sr. Kochutheresa, fmm, Deans of 
Student Affairs, 

Dr. Ms. Susan Oommen and Dr. Rukmani 
Sridharan, Academic Deans, 

Dr. Ms. Nalinakshi Madhavamurthy, Controller 
of Examinations, 

Members of the Staff Council and faculty, for 
their dedication to the teaching-learning process 
and for sharing responsibilities in the 
administration, 

Sr. Florine, fmm, Sr. Ann Mathew, fmm, Sr. Hilda, 
fmm, and members of the administrative and 
supportive staff for their cooperation and 
support in ensuring the smooth functioning of 
the college, 

Our dear students who, with their youthful 
exuberance add to the vitality of campus life, 

Public and private sector organizations and 
agencies for supporting our projects and 
programmes, 

All the benefactors who have instituted 
scholarships for deserving students, 

Our well-wishers, for your sustained interest in 
the activities of the college. 

A special word of thanks to you dear parents, 
for entrusting us with the formation of your 
daughters. 

As this academic year draws to a close, we thank 
the Almighty for his bountiful blessings and fqr the 
gift of persons who have enriched our lives. 

I leave you with this thought - that we have the 
responsibility to open new horizons to the life of 
human beings through collective ideals which 
emphasise the dignity of each person and the whole 
of society. 

Thank you and God Bless! 





Mary of the Passion was fully a woman of her 
time. Carried along by a century on the move, 
with it she advanced, convinced that the 
Institute had a purpose, in her own words, 
"for ends, which though already vast, we do 
not yet completely know." Searching always 
for God's purposes and will, liberated in her 
the sources of those initiatives and daring, which 
cause us to regard her as a woman ahead of 
her century. 

Mary of the Passion grew up and lived in a 
world of transition. Before her death in 1904, 
the first plane had flown across the sky, electric 
lighting had begun to change the rhythm of the 
days, and the telephone had begun to abolish 
distances. 

As early as 1886, barely a decade after the 
foundation, she responded to needs from 
different parts of the world and introduced 
the use of the printing press. Its purpose was, 
as she envisioned it, to provide training to young 
women, a source of subsistence and also a 
means of communication with her sisters, who 
were beginning to fan out across the globe. 

She found the need for a link and so she started 
the 'FMM Annals'. It is documented that 
whenever she started work in one place, 
another was started in the missions - and that 
was, in countries like Asia, Africa and South 
America, which established networking and 
became the backbone of her Institute's 
activities. Wherever the FMM established 
convents, the people around the area developed 
and in time, became even the best. 

Her Charism handed down to each FMM during 
the past century, and continuing today, is based 
on 'self-offering' of the life of each member for 
God's people based on the Institute's principle. 

In tribute to this innovative spirit of the 
Charism, we the Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary are launching an international project for 
'Displaced Persons'. 

Today, we live in a global context of 
international concerns. We are confronted with 
the explosion of civil wars and ethnic strife, 
which are forcing large numbers of families, 
especially women and children, to flee their 
homes in search of security and survival 
elsewhere. Uprooted from the normal support 
structures, and deprived of basic human rights, 
they are vulnerable to abuses of all kinds. In 
conflict situations, women and children are the 
most vulnerable and abused, and migrate in 
search of a living. Globalization is also a major 
reason for migration and internal displacement 
- a phenomenon we have to face. 

Today, there are about 25 million displaced 
people in the world; most of them are victims 
of civil war and are unable to return to their 
homes. At the beginning of 2003, nearly 
3,45,000 refugees were living in India, including 
I ,44,000 Sri Lankans, I, I 0,000 Tibetans from 
China and an estimated 52,000 Chin and other 
minorities from Burma, 15,000 from Bhutan, 
about 12,000 from Afghanistan and about 
20,000 from Bangladesh and Nepal and from 
other countries. Totally, there are about 
5,00,000 people internally displaced in India 
because of political violence. Some 64,000 live 
in state-run camps in Tamil Nadu alone. There 
are also millions of other displaced people like 
street children, widows and deserted, and 
children abandoned at birth. 

Our Project for Displaced Persons will be called 
the Helene de Chappotin Centenary Project. 
It will: 



> Ensure animation, support and continuity 
of existing involvement with displaced 
persons 

> Promote new initiatives for working with 
displaced persons 

> Promote solidarity and networking with 
outside agencies 

> Co-ordinate advocacy work 

> Collaborate with other organizations for 
the training and formation for volunteer 
work among the refugees. 

I dare to share this project at a College Day 
function so that an institution like Stella Maris 
College, which is doing so much good work 
through the NSS and other college projects, 
and is already reaching out to different 
categories of neglected and disadvantaged 
people, will become a part of this endeavour, 
and contribute to it through its personnel, 
infrastructure and other facilities. We also seek 
the help of all our well-wishers to collaborate 
with the college in this project. 

Let me conclude this address by seeking God's 
blessings on those of us assembled here and 
on all people, especially those who collaborate 
in the work of justice and peace. We need in 
our century, more than in the past, courage 
and daring, faith in the abiding presence of 
God, and immense belief in ourselves if we are 
to respond to the needs of our world. 

God, bless our eyes so that we will recognize 
injustices, 

God, bless our ears so that we will hear the 
cry of the stranger, 

God, bless our mouths so that we will speak 
words of welcome to newcomers, 

God, bless our shoulders so that we will be 
able to bear the weight of those struggling for 
justice, 

God, bless our hands so that we can work 
together with all people to establish peace. 







learner-oriented approach to assist in skill and 
capacity building of the learner. However, there 
needs to be a collective effort in the higher 
education system to fulfill the following 
objectives: 

I. To strengthen the academic and physical 
infrastructure for achieving excellence in 
teaching, research and outreach 
programmes. 

2. To promote flexible and effective 
governance. 

3. To enhance the quality of the learning and 
teaching process at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate level with the help of a flexible 
choice based credit system and the whole 
range of innovations currently accepted 
globally. 

4. To promote academic programs relevant 
to the socio-economic needs of the nation. 

5. To improve undergraduate education in 
colleges by the interfacing of the PG 
programmes. 

6. To promote networking with Centres/ 
departments and laboratories around the 
country. 

7. To promote skill oriented programmes. 

8. To achieve global standards of excellence 
in education, training and research so that 
Indian higher education can attract foreign 
students into our Universities. 

It is in this context, that this great institution of 
higher learning, Stella Maris College, has made a 
positive impact on the national standard of higher 
education in India. Having been founded on the 
day of our independence, IS'h August, 1947, 

Stella Maris College has become autonomous 
since 1987 under the University of Madras. As a 
college accredited at the five-star level by NMC, 
this college has also emerged as a sought after 
institution for international collaborations. I 
understand that this college has exchange 
programmes with institutions in the United 
States, and projects sponsored by the United 
Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, 
New York, and the Federation of International 
Catholic Universities, Paris. It is also 
commendable that the college has signed 
agreements of academic collaborations with the 
Birmingham Institute of Art and Design, 
University of Central England in Birmingham, UK; 
Uniting Academic Studies and Community 
Service, New York, USA, and the Consulate 
General of Japan for a project centre on, 
"Functional Literacy and Vocational Training." 
With these credentials, the college may gain 
eligibilities in future for a Deemed University 
status as well. 

I fondly request the colleges, whether 
autonomous or non-autonomous, and their 
teachers to fully adopt the academic audit system 
introduced by the University of Madras in letter 
and spirit. Only then we can satisfy the claim 
that we are making as 'institutions of excellence'. 
Only then, we can bring out students of excellent 
quality to serve the community at large. Let me 
conclude by saying, "Excellence always evolves 
around Excellence" and let us all join together 
to make the University of Madras as an 
"International Peak of Excellence in Higher 
Education" when she enters her ISO'h year by 
the year 2006. 

Thank you all for the patient hearing and wish 
you all a very bright future! 





















Kaleidoscope 

Almost magical, what little pieces of coloured 
glass and a couple of mirrors can do! The 
symmetry and the beauty are breathtaking and 
it's not just the treat to the eye that makes it 
addictive but also its ability to transport one 
to a dream-like state. 

Reflective symmetry has been observed since 
ancient times. legend claims that the early 
Egyptians would place two or three slabs of 
highly polished limestone together at different 
angles and watch with fascination, as mandalas 
were formed by human dancers. It was not 
until centuries later, however, that this optical 
phenomenon was encased in one small tube 
and given a name. 

The kaleidoscope was invented. in 1816 by Sir 
David Brewster of Scotland. While he was 
experimenting with prisms and other optical 
tools, he discovered that beautiful symmetrical 
patterns were made when loose pieces of glass 
and other objects were reflected by mirrors 
and/or lenses in a tube-like instrument. The 
symmetrical patterns would vary when the 
mirrors were set at different angles or when 
different numbers of mirrors were used. 
Brewster's term for the new instrument he 
invented was the 'kaleidoscope', which in Greek 
means 'beautiful form to see'. 

The device uses the image-forming properties 
of combined inclined mirrors. Depending on 
the number of mirrors and the angle between 
them, the kaleidoscope produces multiple 

symmetrical patterns. Since its creation, the 
kaleidoscope has been sold primarily as a toy, 
but has practical uses as well. 

A simple kaleidoscope is made of two thin, 
wedge-shaped strips of mirror touching along 
a common edge, or a single sheet of bright 
aluminium, bent to an angle of 45 or 60 degrees. 
The mirrors are enclosed in a tube with a 
viewing eyehole at one end. At the other end 
is a thin, flat box that can be rotated. This flat 
box is made from two glass disks, the outer 
one ground to act as a diffusing screen. In this 
box are pieces of coloured glass or beads. 
When the box is turned or tapped, the objects 
inside tumble into different groups, and when 
the diffusing screen is illuminated by natural or · 
artificial light, six or eight different symmetrical 
images appear. The number of combinations 
and patterns is without limit. 

The kaleidoscope is a wonderful example of 
how seemingly small and insignificant things can 
come together to miraculously produce 
pleasure, wonder, and even perfection. All kinds 
of things go into its construction - from 
something as ordinary as construction paper 
to something as precious as a gemstone. 
However, the gemstones and pieces of 
coloured glass or even grains of sand do not 
compete with one another to grab our 
attention but instead seem to magically fade 
into the totality of the picture. 

Kaleidoscopes come in all shapes and sizes, 



but there are four primary parts that all 
kaleidoscopes share: I.The eyepiece 2. The 
body 3. The mirror system, and 4. The 
viewing objects. 

There are five different types of kaleidoscopes. 
The chamber kaleidoscope has an enclosed 
object case with free-tumbling jewels, beads or 
other objects. The liquid chamber-scope has 
an object case filled with liquid (usually 
glycerine) in which the jewels, glass beads or 
other objects float. The wheel scope has one 
or more wheels at its objective end that may 
contain glass, translucent rocks like agates, 
pressed flowers, beads, jewels or other objects. 

The refillable scope features a removable object 
chamber. The contents of this little chamber 
can be changed and users can experiment with 
their own assortment of colours and objects. 
The teleidoscope uses mirrors and lenses alone 
so that anything that is viewed is multiplied. 

A kaleidoscope is ever changing. Inside of a 
kaleidoscope exists a whole other world, visible 
only through a tiny hole. Every image seen 
through a kaleidoscope is unique and will never 
exist again. One nudge of the tube and the 
image is gone forever. But as anyone who has 
had the pleasure owning one knows, when one 
image is lost, a new one is found! 

Sneha ES. 
II B.Sc. Physics 

Surfing to Success 
STUDENTS' UNION REPORT 

'Success is an attitude' is a famous management 
saying. Underlying these simple yet powerful 
words is the courage and determination to 
face all odds and challenges. The Students' 
Union 2003-2004 realised that only such an 
attitude would enable it to live up to the ideals 
of Stella Maris. But success is not just a goal to 
be achieved, it is a process of intellectual, moral 
and spiritual growth. 

In today's techno-savvy world, it seemed apt 
to choose a logo from the IT world. Just as 
one logs on to the Internet to gain access to 
a world of knowledge, we should log on to the 

challenges posed in our day-to-day lives in order 
to succeed. The logo shows a smiling computer 
sitting on the surfboard of challenges, and riding 
on a powerful wave. It reminds us that even 
when life throws the worst at us, we must 
learn to face everything with a smile. If we log 
on to the challenges, we will be swept to 
success. 

The Students' Union Office Bearers for the 
academic year 2003-2004 were; 

President Merin Jose 

Vice President Asweni Lakshminarayanan 







The Taste of Stella 
Union Day, 18th March 2004 

Children 's Day 
Young dancers from 
Shanti Bhavan 

















5 February 2004 Scripting ... Rescripting ... Rehearsing ... Rehearsing ... Rehearsing ... Summer 
sets in and so does the heat of our tightening schedule. Managing with 
characterization, torrents of sweat, sun tan and all . 

I 0 February 2004 : Day-to-day speech impeded with rhymes - the play is growing on us. 

IS February 2004 : The conclusion of our play - still incomplete. We tap our talents and 
creativity, and a bright spark suggests that Vishnusharma is actually the 
prince's father in disguise. Director suggests less movie viewing and more 
rational thinking. 

18 February 2004: The press conference. We enact excerpts heightening the suspense. A fun
filled day. What came later was more filling - free food. 

20 February 2004 : Review published in the papers. Hostel copy of the newspaper missing and 
the cast suspected. 

23 February 2004 : We take classes off. Gruelling schedule - 3 rehearsals a day. Enriching 
feedback. Makeshift tents at F-21 are suggested. 

25 February 2004 : Intense activity - set designing, production, tailoring, trying out costumes 
and finally the make-up artists walk in. Three rehearsals followed by an 
hour in the washroom - washing away the face paint, I mean. 

28 February 2004: BUTTERFLIES (in our stomachs). The lights go on and the play is brought 
to life. The fictitious town of Pataniputra, discontented citizens, a confused 
king and wily sidekicks. The jungle of Sundalvan, a wise sage, a proud and 
not so wise lion, prancing monkeys and a righteous mouse. During the 
interval, the mela is in full swing, with jalebis simmering in oil, and steaming 
sundal. The play comes to an end and there is an uproar ... Sorry! Applause. 

29 February 2004 : (refer February 28) Play over. The heaviness sets in on our hearts. The two 
months that seemed like a lifetime have flown away in no time at all. 

25 March 2004 Reliving the play while writing this. 

Manjusha Kuruppath 
II BA History 



A Tale of Long, Long Ago, 
Quite Recently 

Dedication, hard work and combined effort 
were the key ingredients for the success of 
'That .. .Then ... This ... Now', the Stella Maris 
College play of 2004. It was unique by the fact 
that it was entirely a student production under 
the guidance of the director Yog Japee. The 
play was a re-worked and contemporary 
version of several stories from The 
Panchatantra. The idea of the· play was 
conceived by Priyanka Joseph, and evolved by 
the cast and the director. The purpose of the 
play was not simply to provide one and half 
hours of entertainment, but also to highlight 
various issues in society today - corruption, 
the negative effects of globalisation, the water 
problem, and conmen posing as saints - so 
that the audience had something to laugh at, 
and something to think about as well. 

The story starts with the citizens of Pataniputra 
expressing great apprehension about the 
coronation of the Yuvraj. They fear that 
Karataka and Damanaka - the evil sidekicks 
of the inexperienced and confused young prince 
- will completely destroy Pataniputra. They 
decide to seek the help. of Vishnusharma, a 
wise old sage, now living in banishment in the 
forest, to reform the prince. There is a brief 
but energetic encounter between the humans 
and the animals, which is resolved only with 
the entry of Vishnusharma. It is decided that 
Vishnusharma will enter Pataniputra in disguise, 
with the animals posing as a theatre group, so 
that through their dramatic presentations, the 

prince will learn to differentiate right from 
wrong. The situation is made more interesting 
by Karataka and Damanaka, who constantly 
proffer lessons and morals that are counter to 
those preached by Vishnusharma and his group. 
This makes the prince even more confused, 
but as in all folk tales, we see the eventual 
victory of good over evil, and the prince finally 
becomes wiser and more tolerant. 

The evil plots of Karataka and Damanaka 
(always doomed to failure), the romantic 
interludes between the only couple in 
Pataniputra - Paandu the paanwala and Kuppi 
the sweeper - , the fact that all the lines spoken 
by Mammotea, the tea seller ended in 'ty', and 
the 'kadi' jokes of Kodaiswamy, the umbrella 
carrier, were a constant source of laughter in 
the play. Another highlight of the play was the 
live band Parampara, which played perfectly in 
tune for the Patanis, but which always played 
badly and missed the cues when playing for the 
Sundalvan Theatre Group. In order to do this, 
the members of Parampara, all of whom were 
extremely good musicians, had to deliberately 
play badly - which must have been very difficult 
indeed! But the ones who stole the show were 
the Sundalvan Sundaris - the dancing girls of 
the Sundalvan Theatre group - who were an 
out-and-out hit! 

What I, personally, love most about acting, is 
getting into costume and make up; and this 
time it was an extremely elaborate affair. The 
Fine Arts students confidently took up the 









Meeting of College Students and Graduates of 
the Blind held at the SIST premises, the Rally 
organised at Rajaratnam Stadium by the Mohan 
Foundation, and the Torch Rally organised by 
the Tamil Nadu Social Welfare Board on the 
theme 'The Girl Child's Right to Live'. 

Several volunteers also attended Seminars and 
Training Programmes. Our volunteers attended 
a seminar on 'Mass Media and Crime' held at 
D.G. Vaishnav College, and the Street Theatre 
Training Programme organised by the Madras 
University at ICSA, Ennore, where they were 
trained to put up street plays in order to create 
awareness about AIDS among college students. 
Three volunteers attended the TOTC (Trainees 
of Trainers) programme conducted by APAC, 
VHS, Adyar. This was a ten-day programme, 
and one of the volunteers was chosen as a co
ordinator of the team which would perform in 
the various colleges. Six volunteers were chosen 
as peer educators and attended sessions on 
AIDS Awareness conducted by APC at the 
Madras University. One of our volunteers also 
attended the Training Programme and Seminar 
on AIDS held in Madurai in November 2003. 

Sagaya Malar Vizhi C. of II BA Sociology 
participated in the Seventh International 
Partnership for Service-Learning Summer 
Programme that was held in the Philippines 
from the 21 n of July to the 30th of August 
2003. The programme, at which she 
represented Stella Maris, and India, was 
organised by the Henry Luce Foundation. At 
the end of the Programme she emerged as the 
outstanding student in Academics and in Service 
Learning. She was awarded two medals and 
certificates. 

Three of our volunteers attended the NSS 
Orientation-cum-Cultural Festival held in D.G. 
Vaishnav College. They also participated in the 
Consumer Awareness Competition conducted 
by the Sri Kanyaka Parameswari College for 
Women where they emerged the overall 
winners, bagging the first place in Mock Court 
and Exhibition, and the second place in Debate. 
At the Sensitisation Programme for HIV/AIDS, 
conducted by T ANSACS in Ethiraj College, the 
Stella Maris volunteers won the first place with 
a shield and a cash award of Rs.2000/-. 

The NSS volunteers also rendered their 
services to the college at the I year Parents 
Meet; the Tamil Play put up by the College at 
Music Academy; and the Christmas Fete. A 
Hepatitis-B vaccination programme was also 
conducted in the college. The final activity of 
the year was a Blood Donation Camp organised 
in the college by the NSS unit in February in 
collaboration with the Madras Voluntary Blood 
Bank. One hundred and twelve donors - both 
staff and students - donated blood. 

The year's activities culminated on the 20'h of 
February with the celebration of NSS Day at 
the Open Air Theatre. Prof. R. Ayappan, Joint 
Director of Collegiate Education was the Chief 
Guest. Students from the various institutions 
where our volunteers render service, put up a 
variety entertainment programme that was 
enjoyed by the entire college. The colourful 
display and the joy of the participants were 
ample testimony to the selfless service of the 
NSS volunteers, under the able and dedicated 
guidance of Ms. Prabha Nair, our NSS Co
ordinator. 





The first week of March brought Ranjit 
Hoskote, poet, journalis~ and cultural critic. 
Hoskote has published three volumes of poetry: 
Zones of Assault ( 1991 ), The 
Cartographer's Apprentice (2000), and The 
Sleepwalker's Archives (2002). He was also 
the recipient of the Sanskriti Award for 
Literature in 1998. Freedom and resistance, 
writing and reading, and the aesthetics of art 
were explored in sessions that showed a 
remarkable blend of scholarship, wit and 
penetrating insight. Hoskote helped us to 
rediscover the joy and beauty of poetry. 

Both Shamsie and Hoskote conducted Creative 
Writing Workshops for the students of the 
department. 

The Writer in Residence programme was 
remarkable on several counts. The visiting 

writers and scholar provided tangible inputs in 
subject areas that are defined in the curriculum. 
The programme also contributed in a significant 
way to curriculum development; not only in 
the narrower sense of course description and 
evaluation, but in terms of who we are, and 
the directions our thinking may take. Both 
students and faculty enjoyed the opportunity 
of being exposed to perspectives that are 
informed by worlds outside the academia. We 
were also exposed to points of view and 
descriptions that demanded clarification, and 
were made aware of the relevance of classroom 
learning to discourses and communities that 
determine the nature of our lives. Exposures 
of this kind, and the interactions that followed, 
constitute a necessary part of learning. The 
programme offered students the forum to 
develop academic skills as well as to explore 
their potential as individuals and scholars. 







Building India 

On the I st of October 2003 Mr.T.N.Seshan, 
former Chief Election Commissioner visited 
Stella Maris College to speak to the students 
on 'The Civil Services as a Career Opportunity 
for Women'. At the outset, Mr.Seshan 
expressed his concern about the dwindling 
number of candidates (almost 50% less than it 
was twenty years ago) from South India, 
especially Tamil Nadu, in the Civil Services. 

After briefly speaking of India's history and rich 
heritage, Mr. Seshan asked why India still 
remained a Third world country ridden by 
poverty, despite having made great progress in 
science and technology. He explained that this 
paradox is due to massive brain drain, and the 
basic economics and politics of our country. 
In this context, he strongly expressed his 

conviction that the Civil Services provide us 
with the opportunity of doing something 
concrete and beneficial for the development of 
our country. He emphatically stated that the 
lAS offers a wider canvas for a more meaningful 
and varied career than any other profession. 
He said that success in the UPSC exam, 
requires 90% perspiration, 8% inspiration and 
2% of luck. A good comrhand of the English 
language, self-confidence, imagination and good 
communication skills are of primary importance. 

The talk was followed by an inter-active session, 
during which Mr.Seshan enthusiastically 
answered all the questions raised by the 
students. 

Betsy Vinolia 
Ill BA Uterature 



Spellbound 

He is in the Guinness Book of World Records 
for having performed the greatest number of 
magic shows in twenty-four hours. He derives 
pleasure not merely by waving his wand and 
performing illusions and tricks that keep his 
audience on the edge of their seats, but by 
directing their attention to the thought 
provoking insights that lie beneath the dazzling 
face of magic. 

For Rajesh Fernando is a magician with a 
difference. One who strongly believes that 
magic can be· used as a medium of 
communication to inculcate and foster value
based education. For the last three years he 
has travelled all around the world performing 
a brand of magic, layered with messages. 

When Rajesh Fernando came to Stella Maris in 
July 2003, he performed a variety of magic 
tricks. For example a newspaper was torn to 
pieces and scattered all over the stage. He 

then gathered all the pieces together and 
crumpled them in his palm, and even as he 
joked and spoke of the need to build up and 
not destroy other people, Stella Marians were 
thrilled to find that the bits were somehow 
fitted back together and the newspaper was 
whole again! He hit metal rings together, and 
they interlocked to form a long lovely chain, 
emphasizing the strength, support and 
understanding that can be derived from 
connectivity. Though he explained a trick or 
two •. the students were impressed by his skills, 
and they willingly accepted and assimilated the 
values he demonstrated through his tricks. The 
show, which was organised in turns for the 
whole college, was a refreshing and meaningful 
break from classroom routine. 

Nivedita Subramaniam 
I BA Literature 



A Welcome Break 
The Ill year excursions are an important part of college life. Whether it is a 
study tour or a class excursion, these trips are memorable experiences of 
friendship and togetherness. 

Our decision to go to Kodaikanal was met 
with "Kodaikanal? But how many times ... ?" A 
predictable· reaction. But no matter how "used 
up" the vacation spot is, if you're going with 
your friends and classmates, it does not 
matter.You always end up having fun! 

We were accompanied by our teachers, who 
were the epitome of patience and fortitude 
throughout the trip. Anyone, who could put 
up with 50 deranged girls, deserves a medal 
for bravery! The trip actually started on the 
train itself, as everyone started chatting, playing 
and listening to music, much to the incredulity 
of a relatively outnumbered three- member 
family, our sole accompanying passengers in 
the entire coach. 

Reaching Kodai Road, we boarded the buses 
and began our trip, stopping on the way to see 
Silver Cascade and eat delicious road-side bajjis. 
In Kodai, we visited Coakers Walk and the 
awesome Guna caves. Our resourceful event 
manager organized a trek for us, and we 
managed to climb a hill (at least it seemed like 
one!) and look at the Cross on top of Pillar 
Rock from a very close angle. 

At the Kodai lake, cycling and boating as well 
as a pleasant surprise awaited us. The PG 
Economics students were also there on their 
excursion. On the last day, we visited a museum 
which housed an animal fur collection, an insect 
collection and several other specimens which 

did not find favour with the more sensitive 
souls in the group. Our final stops were Saleth 
Church and the Kurinjiandavar Temple. 

The last day came, much to the agony and 
dismay of all. We had been together for two 
years, but nothing had brought us as close to 
each other as this trip. But we still had 
something to look forward to. One more 
semester, that we knew would be unlike all 
the others, because now we knew each other, 
knew our teachers and more importantly knew 
ourselves. 

***** 

B. Sowparnika 
Ill BCom. 

Lush coffee estates, the evening sky peeking 
out from behind the clouds and smiling faces: 
these formed our welcome committee at the 
sylvan town of Mercara, and we promptly fell 
in love with the scenery! 

The next morning we set off to see 
Bagahmandala and Talaikaveri.The former, the 
concrescence of three rivers and the latter, 
the origin of the river Kaveri. Hindus consider 
both sacred, and a dip (or perhaps two) could 
wash off all your sins completely! Our next 
stop was the gorgeous Abbey falls, sheets of 
water just kissing our feet along with rain
water drenching us. An absolutely wonderful 
experience! 



At thG Dubare elephant camp, we, as zoology 
students, not only learnt more about our 
subject, but also pledged to do our bit to save 
these elephants, which are on the brink of 
extinction. Our trip to Coorg also included a 
visit to the Tibetan settlement. Apart from the 
peace and calm, the other plus point was that 
we got to shop! 

The excursion was a wonderful experience of 
not only visiting places we've never visited 
before, but also a chance to bond with our 
classmates. At the bonfire for example, the 
girls were at their best pulling each other's 
legs, but everything was taken in the best of 
spirits. The 'gangsters' of our class were up to 
some mischief or the other all the time: either 
scaring the timid ones with ghost stories or 
clicking pictures of groggy girls, but every bit 
of it was fun, and will be remembered for a 
long time to come. 

***** 

Megha Rajaram 
Ill BSc Zoology 

Our shrill voices echoed against the clattering 
of wheels on the railway track, as on the 15th 
of August 2003, Chennai slowly receded into 
the background and we were at last on our 
way to the exotic land of beaches - Goa. The 
scorching heat of the afternoon could not kill 
our spirits as we savoured the moment when 
at last, we, as a class, as friends, were on this 
trip of a lifetime. 

The lush green of the west coast was inviting 
and invigorating - small rivulets, waterfalls, 
backwaters, hills, and the emerald of fields and 
forests. The station at Madagoa came as a real 
surprise. It didn't seem like an Indian railway 
station at all - no hawkers, vendors or porters, 

\:io ; 

no honking, shouting or traffic, no buildings 
and most importantly no crowds of people 
bumping into each other. A thirty-minute bus 
ride led us to our absolutely exotic resort 
with the beach in the background. That evening 
we met other visitors to the beach who 
communicated in sign language and took a few 
snapshots for us. Our initial feelings of pity 
turned to amusement when we discovered later 
on that they were from a meditation camp 
where they were not permitted to talk! 

The next day was a whirlwind tour of South 
Goa. We visited a few Hindu temples, the 
Church where the body of St. Francis of Assisi 
is preserved, and the biggest church with the 
biggest bell in Asia. We also had a glimpse of 
pop star Remo Fernandes' house, and spent 
time at the Dona Paula beach. We then boarded 
Paradise, the ferry that was to take us on a 
one-hour ride, during which, amidst a shower 
of rain, we listened to music and watched a 
few traditional Goan and Portuguese dances. 

The five-hour journey from Bangalore to 
Chennai was more exciting than our initial 
journey to Goa. Songs, dances and loud music 
filled the air. It was fun all the way back and it 
ended in hugs, and tears at Chennai Central. 
Our tour was over. The exotic land of beaches 
was not the purpose of our visit, but the joy 
of being together as a group. We were united 
as one family, bound together by love and 
friendship, and the memory of each moment 
will last for a lifetime. 

***** 

Betsy Vinolia 
Ill BA Uterature 

It was the last week in the warm month of July 
when my class decided to go for an excursion 



to Ooty, and as the train pulled out of the 
station, I waved excitedly to my family 
members, pushed my suitcase under the seat 
and joined my friends. 

There we were, the 37 most uncontrollable, 
noisy, nocturnal bundles of energy teamed with 
a pair of calm and composed teachers. What 
added to the excitement was that we were to 
celebrate two birthday parties in the coach. 
We tried to keep the secret until midnight 
when out came the creamy cakes, the burning 
candles, shouts of joy and also a 'fuming' TTR 
who went back grinning to his seat with a slice 
of cake in hand! Phew! ... that was close I 
thought! 

We made merry all night, while our poor co
passengers caught a few winks of sleep before 
daybreak As the faint rays of the Mettupalayam 
sun entered our coach, all of us knew that it 
was the beginning of the most unforgettable 
trip of our lives. And sure enough, the natural 
beauty of Ooty, our visit to the Botanical 
Gardens and the lake lived up to our 
expectations. 

***** 

S. josephine 
Ill BSc Physics 

On August 20, 2003 the final year Maths 
students set out on our eagerly awaited trip to 
Munnar in God's own country, Kerala. We 
enjoyed every moment of the trip - the train 
and bus journey, and the time spent with our 
friends in our rooms. 

The views were truly breath taking. The 
greenery and natural beauty of Kerala lifted 
our spirits. The refreshing showers and the 
morning mist were a totally new experience 

for us. Icy-cold waterfalls, the mind-blowing 
boat trip, the fresh juicy carrots and short 
walks through the tea gardens were a 
wonderful change from the drudgery of college 
life. An unexpected, and not entirely welcome 
bonus, was the natural blood transfusion 
practised on us by the 'cute' leeches 
encountered on the way! 

These moments will remain as fresh as dew in 
our hearts! 

A Gayathri 
Kalpana Rajeswari N. 

II MSc Mathematics 

***** 
Our class was highly excited about the 
excursion. As the train began moving out of 
Central we began singing all kinds of songs and 
dancing around in the compartments. Most of 
us stayed up till midnight, and some of the girls 
who slept early were the victims of our pranks. 
While they were sleeping, we decorated their 
faces with Dracula teeth made of toothpaste. 
Our class rep. acquired a coating of toothpaste 
on her lips, as well as a black moustache! But · 
they slept through it all and discovered their 
'make up' only on the following morning! 

At Coimbatore, we vsited the Sugarcane 
Breeding Institute, where we learnt all the 
details of micropagation and tissue culture of 
sugarcane plants. On the way to Ooty, we 
stopped at the High Field tea plantations and 
Sims Park. In Ooty we visited the Botanical 
Gardens, and our guide took us to the highest 
mountains in Tamil Nadu, from where, it is 
claimed, one can see Veerappan's gang of 
terrorists. On our last night we had a camp
fire. It was freezing, but as soon as the fire was 



lit, something happened to all of us. We danced 
and sang all kinds of songs, screamed with joy 
and cheered loudly while the.· quieter girls 
watched us go crazy with joy. We were really 
unhappy the following day as we gathered for 
a final snap of the entire class before leaving. 

Though the trip was a study tour, we felt really 
relaxed, as we needed a break from our books 
and lectures. Our excursion was a memorable 
experience, and we will always cherish the 
memories of the wonderful days we spent 
together with our class mates. 

Shivanthi Yogarajan 
Ill B.Sc. Plant Biology and Plant Biotechnology 

***** 
Some of the most memorable trips of our lives 
are part of our student days especially when it 
is a ten day tour of some of the most exotic 
and least known locations in the whole country. 
This year, the students of the Department of 
Fine Arts went to Madhya Pradesh and visited 
Bhopal, Indore, Mandu, Sanchi, Dhar, Bagh, 
Vidisha, Bhimbetka, Ujjain and many more sites 
of historical interest. It was a packed itinerary 
with so many places to cover and so little 
time. 

Our first stop was Indore. Then we proceeded 
to Ujjain, a quaint village known for its historic 
and religious magnificence. One of the most 
exciting sites was Mandu, an important town 
in the art of ancient India whose imposing ruins 
still stand testimony to its glorious past. Mandu 
is a town of palaces and fortresses, of King 
Bazbahadur and his beloved queen Rupmati. 
The next site, Bagh, proved to be a 
disappointment as the original paintings of 
ancient Buddhist monks were almost entirely 
damaged by water seepage in the rocks. Next 
on our itinerary was Bhopal, and then Sanchi, 
where we saw the Great Sanchi Stupa, whose 
aesthetic grandeur needs to be experienced to 
be fathomed. Our next visit was to the Hindu 
and Buddhist caves at Udaigiri. At Vidisha we 
visited a small museum with ancient Buddhist 
artefacts. The following day was spent at the 
Tribal Habitat where we saw the recreated 
habitats of the tribes of India, complete with 
their utensils, clothes, art forms, decoration, 
etc. Our final stop, Bhimbetka, well hidden in 
the forest contains over 600 rock shelters with 
cave paintings dating from the Stone Age. 

No trip is complete without its share of fun 
and frolic, and that was ever abundant. It was 
difficult to leave behind such historic and ancient 
art sites and return to work in college. 

Sucharitha Thiagarajan 
Ill BA Fine Arts 









aosco Youth Centre, the place where the IYC 
was held, and braved the wintry cold of Mumbai. 
We attended programmes and took part in 
the activities of both the WSF and the IYC. 
Travelling from the IYC to the WSF and back 
was also a good experience as we learnt to be 
independent and make our own decisions. We 
were given the freedom to attend the sessions 
of our choice, and the choice was impressive, 
ranging from Media, Militarism, Sustainable and 
Democratic Development to Ecological and 
Economic Security, Finance and Trade, 
Production and Social Reproduction, Religion, 
Culture, Identity, Patriarchy and Gender. We 
visited thematic exhibitions, watched movies 
on Peace, and visited the stalls put up by the 
various NGOs, where we got a lot of 
information and material. 

The various NGOs, grass roots groups and 
institutions staged a variety of cultural 
programmes, such as street theatre, dances, 
plays, mime and songs; and organised rallies, 
dharnas and protests highlighting different 
problems and issues. And we were a part of all 
this! We created a great impact at the IYC, by 
leading a candle light rally for Peace. Though 
we were a small group of 42 students, we 

caught the attention of hundreds of participants 
who joined the march. Some of us performed 
along with an organisation named 'Young At 
Risk' to support National Integration and Child 
Rights. We participated in two rallies: one 
was a rally of all the IYC participants and the 
other was a rally of all the participants from 
Tamil Nadu. 

The whole of Mumbai buzzed with activity 
during those six days, and the Stella Marians 
went all out to be a part of it. It was a once
in-a-lifetime opportunity to be one with the 
thousands who gathered there with the 
intention of making a difference. Underlying 
the six-day experience was the feeling of 
solidarity of peoples around the world. 

Being at the WSF was a great learning 
experience. We gained a lot of knowledge and 
arrived at a deeper understanding of the various 
issues rocking the world today. We returned 
with a new zeal to serve people, and with the 
determination not to take our profession for 
granted. We realised that true dedication can 
bring about a change - however small - in a 
world torn apart by social evils. 

S. Diana 
I MA Social Work 





totally jobless seniors were left speechless by 
the lack of secrecy. Sneaking became ridiculous 
(actually it always was). Let's say we woke up 
to certain realities at that point. Other than 
being fabulously talented, our Freshies managed 
to feed us so well that their indiscretions were 
forgiven. And in case you haven't realized it by 
now, each social means a lot to the hostelites 
- even if only in terms of non-mess food. 

The next dinner party thus scheduled was for 
Christmas. Christmas, the season of joy and 
giving will forever be associated with Parry's 
corner for me, and for many other seniors. 
Christmas in the hostel has a rich, beautiful 
and - quite frankly - a painful tradition behind 
it. Every Christmas, all the final year students 
get together, (floor-wise), and decide on how 
to decorate their respective floors. The II years 
have to make the arrangements for Mass and 
the I years decorate th~ mess (for which 
decorations are never enough - the place seems 
to grow around Christmas!). The final year 
students have the most arduous task ahead. It 
all begins with sitting down together and 
thinking of a theme, which requires people to 
a) turn up, b) stop bickering and, c) avoid talking 
about food. Once this is done, comes the near 
impossible task of staying within a budget. This 
is where Parrys comes into the picture. Parrys 
is undoubtedly the most amazing place in 
Chennai where practically everything is available. 
Cheap. So plans are made. Material is bought 
and decorations prepared. D-Day. Final year 
students are expected to stay up all night and 
put up their decorations. A battle of epic 
proportions begins. The spirit is willing but the 
flesh is weak. Defeated, people are found 
napping on tables, chairs or under them 
sometimes. Staying awake all night is no joke. 
Especially when there is work to be done. 

Ironic. We spend all our time in hostel praying 
to get a free run of the place, and when we 
finally get the chance ... everyone wants to sleep! 
Thank God for sunrises. Morning comes. We 
wake everyone up, show off our work, our 
labours of love. We promise the wardens that 
we'll go to college and then we promptly go to 
sleep (hats off to those who actually made it 
to class!). We wake up to attend Christmas 
Mass and dinner. Sleep then beckons and we 
return to the twilight zone. 

What's left after the hols? Hostel Day and the 
Farewell of course. Hostel Day was the sequel 
of Freshers' Day, judging by the phenomenal 
amount of insanity in the air. The long dormant 
occupational hazards of the 'reps' came to the 
fore as we tried sorting out the details, making 
sense of everything. Honestly, if it hadn't been 
for the Wardens, all kinds of things might have 
happened. Or worse, nothing would have 
happened! The cultural programmes were 
arranged around the theme 'Reflections', and 
barring minor hiccups (like the kuthuvilakku 
going missing minutes before the show, and 
the dancers feverishly straining to hear the 
music they were supposed to be dancing to) 
the show went rather well. Relief and pride 
were strongly felt as Sr. Principal praised the 
programme. The Best Outgoing Students for 
the year were announced. Prizes were also 
given for the cleanest room, but having no 
such inclinations myself I'm afraid I blanked out 
at that point of the event. Hostel Day ended. 
Several appetites once lost, were regained. The 
year, in a way had ended. 

The Farewell remained. A short programme 
this year. A pause in our busy, hectic lives to 
say Good Bye. Thank you juniors for a lovely 
Farewell, for gently reminding us that a phase 



in our lives was now officially over. We realized 
that these past years have been part of a larger 
journey, and that the time had now come for 
us to move on. 

The hostel is not a place. It is a way of life. 
One that we cling to briefly, before we plunge 
into the world we've been preparing to face. 

Friendship, discipline, independence, loyalty. We 
learnt these lessons here - whether we wanted 
to or not. One hopes one will always 
remember, through tales to children, grand 
children and new friends. One hopes that 
memories will survive, pearly and untarnished 
through the deceptions of life. 

Ranjita Gunasekaran 
Ill BA Uterature 

Looking Forward 
THE CAREER GUIDANCE CELL 

What started off as a small endeavour - the 
Career Guidance Cell (CGC) at Stella Maris 
College, Chennai - is now an inspired team of 
eight who work under the motivation and 
guidance of Sr. Christine, f.m.m. 

This past year is one that all of us at the CGC 
will always treasure. We started out with some 

I 

trepidation, unsure of our capabilities and 
effectiveness. The training programme in career 
counselling that was organized for us instilled 
in us the confidence that we would indeed be 
able to do our bit for the college. The 
programme transformed us from novices, who 
felt nervous at the enormity of the task ahead, 
to a competent group that approached the task 
in a methodical manner, with confidence and 
passion. Our small room, today, is a veritable 
hub of activity. 

The apotheosis of our efforts was the 
overwhelming success of the recruitment drive 

that we organized for the final year students 
during February 2004. Many prestigious 
companies visited our campus and recruited 
over 210 students. We hope to improve on 
this figure next year, and are sure that our 
exercise has paved the way for more companies 
to look to Stella Maris for their recruitment 
needs. 

Another highlight of our activities was the series 
of training programmes that we organized for 
the students. We conducted a one-week 
'Training for Careers/Life Skills' programme for 
the final year students during their vacation in 
November 2003. We arranged for professional 
trainers to come and impart their specialized 
knowledge on a wide variety of topics - language 
and communication skills, motivation and 
confidence building, interpersonal skills, time 
and stress management, creative thinking, 
etiquette training and personal grooming, 



presentation skills, preparation of CV, facing 
interviews and GDs. The feedback about this 
programme from the students proved a great 
morale booster for us. All the students, without 
exception, hailed the programme as having been 
of immense practical value, poised as they were 
at a turning point of their lives. lr'l December 
2003, we organized another workshop for the 
second year students, concentrating on effective 
communication and fluency in the English 
language. The success of these workshops has 
spurred us on to organize yet another 
programme for the present second year 
students titled "Creating Your Future", at the 
beginning of the next academic year. 

Our efforts would not have been half as 
successful without the encouragement and 
assistance offered by the college. The Principal, 

Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, always showed a great 
interest in our activities and supported our 
programmes with complete belief in our efforts. 
Here; we must mention our very dear Sr. 
Christine who was always there for us - her 
sympathetic ear and generous heart made CGC 
a "home away from home" for all of us. 

Apart from the professional satisfaction that 
the CGC gave us, equally heartening were the 
friendships that we formed within the CGC 
team. We are now a cohesive team whose 
common link as Stella alumnae motivates us to 
help the present students to the best of our 
abilities. In the coming years, we hope to scale 
greater heights by helping many more students 
blossom from unsure teenagers into confident 
young ladies who will be equipped to make 
informed choices about their future. 

Ms. Hema Ramkumar 
Career Guidance Cell 





Sudha was adjudged the best TSC. Cdt. Rohini 
and Cdt. Sudha won the 2"d place for the 
Medical Banner and the Signals Banner 
respectively. Cdt. Vidya won the first place for 
Solo Dance and Cdt. Gayathri K. won the 
second place in Solo Song. 

The freshmen were enrolled in July 2003 and 
were initiated into the NCC activities at the 
Annual Inaugural Camp held on August 16th & 
17'h 2003 at the Besant Camping site, 
Theosophical Society, Besant Nagar. The camp 
was organized by the NCC unit of Stella Maris 
College. The camp was a 2-day workshop 
consisting of Quiz, Line Area, Flag Area and a 
host of cultural activities like Solo Song, Solo 
Dance, Group Song, Group Dance and a variety 
entertainment show. It was an opportunity for 
our first year cadets to get a taste of camp life, 
as they enthusiastically worked along with the 
second and third years. Our Chief Guest was 
Col. Vam Hussain, Group Commander, Madras 
Group 'A'. He judged our flag area and line 
area along with Commander Bhasker, 
Commanding Officer of the I TN Naval Wing. 

Lt. Dolly Thomas, who was officer in charge of 
the NCC from June 200 I, attended the Pre
Commission Training Course at Gwalior in 
2003. She completed the course with distinction 
and was awarded the Commandant's medal. 

Naval Cdt. Divya K.P. won the gold medal for 
ship modelling at the Inter-Group competitions 
held at Trichy, and she represented Tamil Nadu 
for the ship modelling competition at the Nav 
Sainik camp at Vishakapatnam. leading Cdt 
Nansi Priya represented Madras Group B as 
the Best Cadet and was adjudged the best MC 
at the Inter-Group competitions in Trichy. Cdt. 
Rohini won the first place for firing at the 
Triveni Camp. At the Thai Sainik Inter Group 

Competitions, Cdt. Sudha won the first place 
for firing. 

Five cadets were selected for the State level 
Thai Sainik Inter-Group competitions held in 
Coimbatore. Five Army cadets representing 
Madras A were selected for the Republic Day 
Inter-Group competitions held at Trichy. Two 
naval cadets and one air wing cadet were also 
selected for the Inter-Group competitions. Cdt. 
Sangeetha Sivadasini was selected for the MH 
attachment camp, and she stood overall first. 

To foster a spirit of unity among the youth of 
the country, and to help them realize that under 
all the petty differences lies a bond of 
commonality that integrates us as a nation, the 
NCC organizes National Integration camps, 
which were attended by several of our cadets. 
Cdt. Pooja and Cdt. Anupama participated in 
the NIC at INS Mandavi, Goa. Cdt. Pooja won 
the gold medal for Solo Song. Cdt. Anuradha 
and Cdt. Vijaya Mahadevi participated in the 
NIC at INS Gujarat. Cdt. Anuradha won the 
Gold medal for Solo Dance. Cdt. Jaquline 
attended the NIC at Ranchi, Bihar and helped 
the TN contingent win the overall first. Cdt. 
Sindujha and Cdt. Poonghuzali attended the NIC 
at Pondicherry. Cdt. Sitalakshmi attended the 
NIC in Rajasthan and helped the TN contingent 
win the overall first. Cdt. Sangeetha attended 
the NIC camp at Punjab. Fit. Cdt. Mrinalini 
attended the NIC at Agra. Lt. Dolly Thomas 
attended the NIC at Karnataka where the TN 
contingent won the first place for the NIAP 
presentation and the second place for Line Area 
and Discipline. 

To inculcate in the cadets a spirit of adventure 
and daring, the NCC has several adventurous 
activities. Cdt. Sara Antony was selected for 
the thrilling and much sought after para jumping 









girls who are determined to make a major change 
in the quality of their lives. As their first initiative, 
the youth have come forward to maintain the 
cleanliness of the streets in which they live. 

All the developmental efforts of the project have 
been achieved through participatory methods 
of community intervention. Women assume 
leadership roles in all activities, and collaborative 
efforts have always been a learning experience 
which generate knowledge and contribute to 
people's development. 

Special mention must be made of the 
commitment of the Social Work students who 
were placed with SANGAMAM for their 
fieldwork. Students from Stella Maris College, 
Loyola College, Madras Christian College and 
Vaishnav College were extremely supportive of 
our work, and contributed wholeheartedly to 
the welfare of the people at Kasimode. Other 
NGOs and Government departments also 
collaborated successfully with SANGAMAM on 
several occasions. 

***** 
The FUNCTIONAL LITERACY programme is 
one of the several outreach programmes of Stella 
Maris College. The main objective of the 
programme is the empowerment of rural women 
by imparting basic reading and writing skills, and 
providing them with vocational skills and training 
in order to help them to become self-employed, 
and thus improve their economic condition. This 
year, 160 student volunteers from various 
undergraduate departments, and I I staff co
ordinators worked together for this on-going 
programme which is based in Altanancheri, 
Padappai Panchayat, around 40 kms. from 
Chennai. 

The programme started off with a session for 
the staff co-ordinators conducted by Ms. Prabha 

Nair, N.S.S. Co-ordinator of the college. The 
students of the I year were given a two-day 
orientation by Ms. Shanthi Karunakaran, from 
the State Resource Centre. This helped the 
students to become aware of conditions in the 
village, and to acquire the communication skills 
necessary to work there. The II and Ill year 
students attended a one-day session with Ms. 
Sucharitha, a social activist, on Effective Planning 
and Co-ordination of Activities. Another group 
of students attended a demonstration on the 
preparation of a Low Cost Nutritious Diet 
organised by the Board of Nutrition. Two of the 
staff co-odinators also attended a two-day 
consultation on lnstitutionalising Service Learning 
at Lady Doak College, Madurai. 

The students were divided into four groups, and 
each of the groups decided to take up a specific 
activity related to the four thrust areas of 
Literacy, Vocational Skills, Health and 
Environment and Human Rights. Every Saturday 
a group visited the village and conducted a 
programme related to each of these areas. 
Besides this, students also visited the families and 
taught the women and children. 

The response from the women was very 
encouraging. They have formed IS SHGs, which 
regularly conduct meetings, and function very 
efficiently, carefully keeping records and 
maintaining accounts. They have also formed a 
federation of SHGs, and take part in the Grama 
Sabha meetings, thus becoming involved in issues 
relating to their village. 

The Functional Literacy Programme has been 
brought under the purview of the Service 
Learning Programme, which encourages students 
to look at themselves in all their capacities and 
the roles they play in society, and to bridge the 
gap between education, knowledge and its 
relevance. 



Spectrum 
LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM • GLIMPSES OF DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

This year the Department of Economics invited 
Ms. Hema Ravichandar, Senior Vice-President, 
Human Resource Development , INFOSYS, 
Bangalore to deliver the Sr. Helen Vincent 
Endowment Lecture on February 19th, 2004, 
on 'The Best Practices in Human Resources'. 

Ms. Ravichandar stated that Human Resources 
is one of the core business operations, and the 
essence of any employment management effort. 
She explained how the process of HRD begins 
from the moment of recruitment and continues 
to enable and develop the skills of the employee 
till the moment of his assessment and 
recognition. 

Speaking of People Management Processes, Ms. 
Ravichandar said that it would have to be in 
line with the goals of the firm, and would have 
to encompass the recruitment, training, 
compensation, and performance management 
of the employees. Ms Ravichandar proposed 
the idea of a People Scorecard to evaluate 
performance on the whole, and introduced the 
idea of People Capability Maturity Models that 
initiate and guide the process of developing a 
'culture of excellence'. She concluded by 
emphasising the importance of HRD in the 
context of changing global trends that are 
making a growing impact on the employment 
scenario in India. 

The lecture was followed by an interactive 
session with the audience, consisting of students 

from the Departments of Economics, 
Commerce and BCA. 

***** 

Neetha jayanth 
II BA Economics 

COMBAT, the Inter-Collegiate Commerce Fest 
was held on the 18th of February 2004. Various 
city colleges participated in this one-day 
extravaganza. The events included Adzap, Best 
Manager, Mission liM, Business Quiz, Currency 
Design and Ad-Apt. Mission liM, along the lines 
of Shipwreck, was innovative this year, as 
participants had to argue their way into liM, 
Ahmedabad. Best Manager had four rounds in 
all, the most challenging being Stress Interview. 
This event tested the candidate's business 
acumen, as well as the emotional quotient. 

The Cultural Fest was an enjoyable experience 
for both the participants and the audience, as 
it was a welcome break from the monotony of 
regular classes. The overall trophy was bagged 
by Loyola College. 

***** 

Payal Satish 
II BCom 

On the I O<h of November 2003, a special 
programme was organised by the Department 
of Physics to honour the memory of Kalpana 
Chawla. The programme was part of a series 



organised all over India by her husband Jean 
Pierre Harrison with the intention of creating 
awareness about Kalpana Chawla and her 
career at NASA. 

The two speakers of the day - who had also 
suffered a personal loss in the disaster - were 
Dr. Douglas R. Brown, Chief Finance Officer, 
NASA, and Dr. Jonathan B. Clark, a neurologist 
and Flight Surgeon for NASA. Dr.Brown lost 
his brother, David Brown, Mission Specialist 
NASA, while Dr. Clark lost his wife, Laurel 
Blair Salton Clark, Mission Specialist, NASA. 

Dr. Brown and Dr. Clark briefly shared their 
personal memories of Kalpana Chawla. A video 
presentation was then made, showing scenes 
from Kalpana Chawla's life; first as a young girl, 
and later as a trainee at NASA, giving details of 
her physical endurance, her flight training and 
her training methods. This was followed by a 
description of the six people on board the ill
fated Columbia Shuttle, and an account of the 
research that they were to have undertaken. 

A lively interactive session came next, dealing 
with general questions about the qualifications 
needed to be an astronaut, the nature of the 
research that requires conditions in outer 
space, the duration of space missions, the effect 
of space travel on the human body, the 
feasibility of space tourism, and the resources 
- money, time and effort - required for every 
mission. Finally, materials (in the form of CDs) 
on the NASA training programme were 
presented to our Principal. The audience also 
observed two minutes of silence at the 
beginning of the programme td honour the 
memory of Kalpana Chawla. 

Sneha E.S. 
II BSc Physics 

***** 
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SYNAPSE means connections and that is exactly 
what the Zoofest was all about. It's the time of 
the year when the I years get to meet the II 
years, the II years the Ill years, and all of us, 
the Stella Marians, get to meet the 
Vivekanandites, Loyolites, MCCians and all the 
rest. It involved connections made not only 
that day, but through the prior week of chaos 
and confusion. Committees were formed, plans 
were made, re-thought and picked bare to the 
bone (not to get too anatomical!), and finally 
when it felt like everything was falling apart, 
everything fell into place. The challenge to all 
of us lay not only in thinking up biological twists 
for events like Dumb Charades, Pictionary, 
Quiz, Crosswords and Exhibition, but also in 
staying on the right side of the line separating 
interesting from nerdy! At the end of the day, 
what is important is that people met, friends 
were discovered and connections made! 

***** 

T anvi Vaidyanathan 
Ill BSc Zoology 

The Inauguration of the ICFAI Business School 
Certificate courses for the year 2003-2004 was 
organised by the Department of Commerce 
on the 28'h November 2003. Mr. Rangarajan, 
Dean of Students of the ICFAI Business School 
was the Chief Guest, and offered the college 
his assistance in setting up an Entrepreneurial 
Development Cell, a Consultancy Wing and a 
Faculty Development Cell, in addition to the 
existing Certificate courses in Advertising, 
Banking, Communication and Sales Management. 
A brief account of the courses being offered 
during the current year was also given. 
Certificates were distributed to the outstanding 
students of the previous year's courses. 

Payal Satish, II BCom. 



A chance question, asked a year and a half ago, 
led to the formation this year, by the BCA 
students, of LINKS, the Computing Club. The 
beginning of the academic year saw much 
discussion and debate regarding the club. The 
name of the club and its motto were finally 
decided. The club would be called LINKS and 
the motto would be 'Think together, work 
together'. as it sums up the aim of the club, 
which is to bring together like-minded people 
with similar interests. A team of office bearers 
and a staff co-ordinator were chosen, and the 
club was formally inaugurated on September 
81fl2003. Mr. Charles, a well-known multimedia 
professional, presided over the function. To 
arouse the interest of the students, charts and 
banners were put up all over the campus a 
week before the inauguration itself. At the 
inauguration of the dub, the logo, mission, and 
the future activities of the club were presented 
by Angeline Prabha of Ill BCA, who had 
designed the logo. 

The first event organised by the club was the 
screening of the film 'Matrix Reloaded'. 
Workshops, seminars, quizzes and debates are 
being enthusiastically planned for the future. 

***** 

Preethi Jose 
Aswathy George 

IIIBCA 

The janakiammal Trust for the Welfare of 
Women and Children was set up in honour of 
K.P. Janakiammal, the multi-faceted founder
president of AIDWA (the All India Democratic 
Women's Association). The Department of 
Economics organised the celebration of the 
tenth anniversary of the Trust with a lecture 
at Stella Maris College on November 28m 2003. 

The speakers for the day were Ms. Padmini 
Swaminathan from the Madras lnstitue of 
Development Studies and Ms. Asha 
Krishnakumar, an award winning journalist. The 
talks dealt with the changing employment 
scenario, with special emphasis on women, and 
called for a collective effort by the media, 
NGOs, the Government and academicians to 
alleviate women related issues. 

***** 

Neetho }ayanth 
II B.A. Economics 

The students and faculty of the Department of 
English were treated to a lecture-cum-reading 
session by Ms. Bernadine Evaristo on the I ]Ill 
of November 2003. Evaristo, who is one of 
the new generation of British writers, was in 
Chennai as part of a tour organised by the 
British Council. It was a rare opportunity for 
the department to meet and interact with a 
well-known contemporary writer. Evaristo has 
already published two novels in verse - Lara 
and The Emperor's Babe and is currently 
working on a third novel. Lara , she admits, is 
almost autobiographical, since it traces the life 
of a young girl born of a British mother and a 
Nigerian father; while The Emperor's Babe 
is set in Roman Britain. 

Refusing to be labelled as either post-colonial 
or feminist, she nevertheless admitted that her 
stories are all essentially about strong women. 
Frankly answering questions on racial 
discrimination, Evaristo spoke of her own 
childhood experiences, of her experiences in 
different countries, and of the varied reactions 
to readings from her novels. 

The session, which lasted over an hour, was 
thoroughly enjoyable and gave many insights 



into the process of creative writing. Evaristo's 
talk was not only entertaining, but also inspiring, 
and tour.hed a chord in more than one aspiring 
writer. 

Sowmya R. 
I BA Uterature 

***** 
First came the French Revolution ... and then 
came the Demonstration at the Sorbonne ... and 
then occurred yet another seismic event in the 
history of the culture fran~aise .. . the inauguration 
of Stella Maris' very own and very first French 
club, Le Cerde de Francophiles, open not only to 
the students of French, but to all lovers of 
French language and culture. 

Le Cercle de Francophiles was started with the 
objective of expanding French beyond the limits 
of academics, and linking French culture to our 
own. Within one semester the club has begun 
to move progressively towards this objective 
and to imbibe its ideals of Amitie! Vivacite! 
Creativite! 

Le Cercle de Francophiles was officially 
inaugurated on 17 December 2003, by M.jean 
- Pascal Elbaz, Director, Alliance Fran<;aise de 
Madras, who shared his ideas on growing Indo
French relations with the dub members and 
faculty. The inaugural function was followed by 
an interactive session on Higher Studies in 
France, conducted by Mile Camille Allauzen, 
Edufrance Consultant. 

In the potpourri of club activities held earlier 
in 2004, Le Cerde de Francophiles made its 
contribution with the universally appealing idea 
of food. On 16 February, the college canteen 
was animated with activity as M Jean-Chistophe 
Celibert, Chef at La Madeleine, made crepe 

after crepe, each one glazed with mouth 
watering syrup, as a part of the crepe 
demonstration and sale organized by the club. 
The French food fiesta continued on the 
following day, 17 February, with a traditional 
French lunch at La Madeleine. Right from the 
Salade Cesar to the Creme Brulee, it was a truly 
delightful experience. 

Le Cercle de Francophiles is here to stay at Stella 
and looks forward to more interactive sessions, 
animation films and culturals in the years to 
come. That's what the club is all about -
learning, fun and the French joie de vivre! 

Poonam Mohan Gang/ani 
II BA Uterature 

***** 
January J3th 2004, 6:30 PM. RENAISSANCE 
2004 had come to an end. It was a long journey 
from the time the idea of a literature festival 
took shape sometime in September 2003 
(perhaps even earlier) to the actual day itself. 
RENAISSANCE 2004 was special because 
nothing like it had been done in the department 
for a long time. Therefore the name: 
Renaissance. The Inaugural saw the screening 
of the documentary, 'The Making of Renaissance 
2004', a video prepared by the students of the 
department. The uniqueness of the fest lay in 
its events. Cocktail, for instance, enabled the 
participants to show their talents through 
singing, sketching, dramatizing and dancing, 
based on a literary work. Ink Busters saw 
creativity expressed through the art of writing. 
Translation skills were put to the test in It 
Athu But Aanal. In Rasa, the essence of a literary 
work had to be captured and put into another 
genre. In To be or not to be, Shakespearean 
characters like Romeo and Lady Macbeth had 



to use their persuasive talents to save 
themselves in a sinking ship situation. Poetry 
Reading was showcased in Expresso and Club 
Sandwich, and the Literary Quiz took a different 
shape with interesting rounds like Pictionary 
and What's the Good Word. The worlds of 
literature and art were brought together in 
Cut Art, where modern poetry was expressed 
through art. 

Besides the staff of the Department of English, 
the judges included Mr. Yog Japee and Mr. 
Freddy Koikaran from the Chennai theatre 
circle, and Mr. Ajit from the advertising field. 

***** 

Annie Philip 
Ill 8A Uterature 

A harbour is where ships are safest, but a ship 
is not meant to remain there... Stella Maris 
College has indeed been a safe haven for us, 
but one day all of us have to leave this cocoon 
and step into the tumultuous world where the 
law of the jungle prevails. Do we have the 
skills required to . make a smooth crossover 
from being students to being employees? 
Despite all the knowledge we have amassed, 
what tangible skills have we gained? As the raw 
material of the organisation we join, we need 
to be well equipped. The ISTD unit of Stella 
Maris College is geared towards fulfilling this 
need. All the activities of the ISTD are focussed 
on three specific goals: 

- development of self 
- development of group skills 
- development of professional skills. 

This year, the ISTD started off with an 
enrollment of 199 students. Many interesting 
and useful topics such as Stress Management, 

Importance of Attitude, Being One's Own 
Motivator, Kickstarting Creativity, etc., were 
discussed with the students through 
presentations and group discussions by expert 
speakers like Mr. Daniel (a marketing 
professional), Ms. Seetha Lakshmi (alumna of 
Stella Maris) and Dr. Sundari Krishnamurthy 
(Head, Department of Sociology), to name a 
few. The ISTD encouraged a high degree of 
participation, and the students benefited greatly 
from the sessions. 

***** 

Payal Satish 
II Bcom 

The Department of International Studies 
organized a two-day National Seminar on the 
8th and 9th of January 2004 at Stella Maris 
College. The seminar aimed at initiating debate 
and analysis on the dynamics of systemic 
transformation and emerging issues both at the 
global and regional levels. The seminar evoked 
a commendable response from renowned 
resource persons and experts in the fields of 
Defence, International Relations, Strategic 
Studies, Globalisation, and Human Rights. 
Among the resource persons were Prof. M. S. 
Rajan, the founding member of the School of 
International Relations at JNU, New Delhi, 
Professors Dr. Swaran Singh and Dr. Savita 
Pande from JNU, Maj.Gen. Paul, Dr.Arvind 
Kumar from NAIS, Dr. M.J. Vinod from 
Bangalore University and Dr. Sudhir jacob from 
Central University, Hyderabad. 

The entire two-day seminar was divided into 
five sessions, with a chair and a discussant for 
each session, with about five presentations in 
each, followed by a comprehensive summing
up. The highlight of the seminar lay in the 
presentations on an extensive array of topics. 



The themes ranged from hardcore IR theories, 
such as Functionalism, Constructivist Theory, 
Hegemony and Dynamics of International 
Security and Conflict, to Area Studies, such as 
China, Central Asia and Oil resources, and the 
Balkans. The sessions focused on areas such as 
Human Rights, Economic Policies, Globalisation, 
Trade, Intellectual Property Rights, etc. Each 
session was followed by vigorous interaction 
and debate. 

Rose Antony 
II MA International Studies 

***** 
A one-day seminar on 'Trends in Banking and 
Financial Services' was organized by the 
Department of Commerce for its II and Ill 
year students. Four eminent speakers, from 
leading banking institutions were the resource 
persons. 

Mr. Ramakrishnan, Vice-President, ICICI 
Securities, spoke about Investment Banking and 
explained how corporate houses raise funds at 
an optimum cost, and ensure that the public 
investors get a reasonable return. Mr. Paulson, 
AGM, SBI, described the various types of loans 
offered by banks, and the eligibility criteria to 
avail of these loans. Mr. Shivakumar, Senior 
manager, HDFC Bank, made an informative 
presentation about Retail Banking, while the 
final speaker, Ms. Swapna Mitra, Product 
Manager, Acquisitions, Citibank, highlighted the 
growing importance of Internet Banking, and 
gave us an idea of career opportunities in this 
field. The seminar was both informative and 
educative. 

Deivanai .A. 
II BCom. 

***** 

The afternoon of 8th March was indeed a special 
day for the Department of Zoology. There 
couldn't have been a better day on which to 
salute two great women of the department -
Dr. Meera Paul (the former Head of the 
Department), and Dr. Hannah John. 

Dr. M.S. Swami nathan, the Father of the Green 
Revolution in India, and one of the most 
successful scientists of today, consented to 
deliver the 'Dr. Meera Paul and Dr. Hannah 
John Endowment Lecture' on 'Women in 
Biodiversity and Biotechnology'. 

Dr. Swaminathan talked about the wealth of 
biodiversity that India possesses, and asserted 
that women are the main force in protecting 
this biodiversity. He cited examples from the 
Chipko movement - one of the largest 
conservation projects in the world - and the 
rural woman in Orissa, who was awarded an 
International Prize for preserving the 
biodiversity in her neighbourhood. He spoke 
about women entrepreneurs who have 
succeeded in the field of biotechnology and 
scientific research, and encouraged the audience 
to follow suit. Needless to say, the talk was 
inspiring, informative and indeed very 
appropriate. 

***** 

Megha Rajaram 
Ill BSc Zoology 

The Department of Chemistry held its annual 
fest REACTIONS 04 on the 17th of February. 
The day began with an inaugural presided over 
by Dr. Ganga Radhakrishnan, Director Grade 
Scientist, CLRI, Chennai. She addressed the 
audience on 'The Advancement and the Role 
of Chemistry in Today's World'. To 
commemorate the fortieth year of the 
Department of Chemistry, the magazine 



'Zircon' was released with the first copy being 
given to the Chief Guest. 

The fest was attended by eleven colleges, with 
students participating enthusiastically in all the 
events. The events conducted were Quiz, 
Debate, Adzap and Collage (an offstage event). 
Debate, the first onstage event focussed on 
'Sea Water as a Future Energy Source'. The 
most interesting event of the day, Quiz, had 
more than I 5 teams for the prelims and 6 
teams qualified for the finals. The rounds held 
this year were different, and new rounds were 
introduced. The overall winners of the fest 
were Loyola, who won the Sr. Annamma Philip 
rolling shield, as well as the Sr. Irene rolling 
cup for the Quiz. The fest was a great success 
and helped to tap the potentials of the students, 
while making them aware of the various avenues 
of chemistry. 

Harini Subramanian 
Kaavya Krishnakumar 

II BSc Chemistry 

***** 
A very interesting seminar on Advertising and 
Media Management was organized by the 
Department of Commerce on the 15th of 
December 2003. The speakers were Mr. Ranji 
jacob Cherian, Client Services Director, Walter 
J.Thomson, who spoke on 'The Role of 
Advertising Agencies in the Current Decade'; 
Mr. Sharath Chandra, Station Head, Radio 
Mirchi, who spoke of the techniques of 
advertising over the radio; Mr. B. 
Chandrasekhar, Chief Executive, ldeopraxist 
Advertising Co., who spoke about Electronic 
Advertising; and Mr. Krishna Menon, Outdoor 
Media Consultant of Ogilvy and Mather, who 
spoke on Outdoor Advertising. 

The seminar was extremely interesting, and 
through the use of relevant examples, 
discussions and audio-visual aids, helped all the 
students to have a better understanding of the 
field. It was a day well spent. Full of fun, yet 
a good learning experience. 

***** 

Payal Satish 
II BCom. 

The day had arrived! Dazzling lights, expectant 
students, the hustle and bustle of the organizers 
- this was the atmosphere in F 2-1 on the I st 

day of WIZZIT, the two-day cultural 
programme hosted by the Department of 
Computer Science. Our Chief Guest for the 
day was Mr. Rajendran of NIIT. Most of the 
first day was spent on lectures and audio-visual 
demonstrations, which gave us an insight into 
various IT related subjects. Representatives 
from Sutherland Supersight Sequence spoke 
about BPO and call centres - a fast emerging 
employment opportunity, and Mr. Raghunathan 
from Array Futuristix, a multimedia animation 
firm, gave us a most exciting presentation. The 
day ended with a question and answer session, 
which was very interesting. 

On the second day, after the guest lecture, 
several intercollegiate events were organized. 
Students from nearly thirty colleges participated 
and displayed their talents. The Quiz and Adzap 
both entertained and informed us about current 
developments in the IT field. One of the 
highlights of the day was the entertainment by 
Mr. Mazher, Chennai's most popular OJ, who 
added to the excitement of the event. 

T. Aswini 
1/BCA 



The Department of Economics bustled with 
activity on I Oth February 2004, the day of the 
interdepartmental, intercollegiate fest, 
ECOCENTRIC 2004. The programme, in which 
most of the city colleges participated, aimed 
not only at facilitating the exchange of ideas, 
strategies, principles and philosophies revolving 
around world economy and the global business 
scenario but, also at posing challenging situations 
to test their creativity, determination, presence 
of mind and knowledge on a wide range of 
corporate issues. 

A solemn inaugural function preceded the 
address of the Chief Guest, Mr. Pandia Rajan, 
CEO of the high-flying HR giant MAFOI. He 
explained the factors leading to the birth of 
MAFOI, and gave the audience a deeper insight 
into the general management framework, 
various aspects of HR strategy and the global 
status of Indian call centre conglomerates. 

The on-stage events kick-started with SOS, in 
which participants were presented with an 
unusual company crisis and required to generate 
innovative solutions. Skills 'N Quills challenged 
the talent and intelligence of the enthusiastic 
essayists, with its wide range of topics. While 
the preliminary rounds for Gray Matter were 
taking place off-stage, Turnabout took centre 
stage in F 2-1. The finals for Gray Matter 
followed, and the quizzers were bombarded 
with questions on various dimensions of socio
economic systems, corporate and commercial 
concerns current affairs and international trade 

' I 
dynamics. Other off-stage events included Cut 
N' Paste and Grids N' Columns, which assessed 
the creative abilities, artistic expertise and 
lateral thinking skills of the students. 
Advertainment was ECOCENTRIC's grand 
finale as students displayed the range of 

advertising by imagining attractive ways of 
marketing their product. 

ECOCENTRIC culminated with boisterous 
cheers and thunderous applause as Loyola 
College emerged the overall winners. 

Nischintha Amarnath 
I BA Economics 

***** 
MA THZOOM, the intercollegiate Maths Fest, 
was organised by the Department of 
Mathematics on the 4th of February 2004. 
Vigorous preparations began a week before 
the scheduled date, as the students prepared 
the invitations, the backdrop and the questions 
for the various events, under the active 
guidance of the faculty. The students were 
divided into groups, and assigned specific tasks, 
which they enthusiastically performed in the 
best possible way. 

On the actual day, the formal Inaugural was 
followed by 16 paper presentations by the 
colleges who participated in the event. This, in 
turn, was followed by events such as Olympiad, 
Quiz and Potpourri. Potpourri - which 
comprised Mathtoon, Star Watch and Dumb 
Charades - was a new event introduced this 
year. Students from all the colleges participated 
with great enthusiasm, and certificates and cash 
prizes were awarded to the winners at the 
end of the day. The event helped to bring out 
the hidden potential of the students, and united 
them as a team working for a common goal. 

A. Gayathri 
K. Kalpana Rajeswari 

II MSc Maths. 





Excursio s 



Sustainable Development 

Forty years have passed since biologist Rachel 
Carson published 'Silent Spring', the wake up 
call that gave rise to the modern environmental 
movement. She described in graphic detail how 
pesticides like DDT were threatening bird 
populations. Another landmark event has been 
the setting up of the Worldwatch Institute in 
1974. A number of NGOs have appeared on 
the scene, to fill the gaps left by the government 
and the business sector. Some of them are 
local, with a handful of members. Yet others 
are global in nature, like the World Wide Fund 
for Nature, which has a membership of more 
than 5.2 million. While some NGOs 
concentrate on research and information 
dissemination, others, like Greenpeace, rely on 
political confrontation and stirring up public 
interest through media events. In the beginning, 
the environment groups were concerned about 
shrinking forests and vanishing species. Now 
the issues have become more numerous, 
covering problems like rising carbon dioxide 
levels, falling water tables, ozone depletion, 
melting glaciers, dying coral reefs and the like. 
The debates have become more focussed and 
the controversies provoke a lot of discussion 
and arguments. 

One of the key debates centres on the question 
of Economy vs Ecology. Economists are 
practical, hard-headed people who perceive the 
economy to be the centre of the universe. 
For them, the environment is only a part of 

the economy. Ecologists, on the other hand, 
are convinced that the environment is more 
important than the economy. Economists are 
pleased with the phenomenal growth of the 
global economy, which is reflected in the 
enormous increase in the volume of goods and 
services produced. Ecologists are unhappy 
because such acceleration in the growth is the 
result of indiscriminate and reckless use of our 
limited resources. They worry because they 
see that the economy is increasingly in conflict 
with the earth's ecosystem. 

The economic policies that have brought about 
extraordinary growth in the economy are, at 
the same time, destroying its support system. 
The four ecosystems that supply our food and 
raw materials are forests, rangelands, fisheries 
and croplands - all these are being destroyed. 
Many of us may live in highly urbanized areas, 
but still we continue to depend on the earth 
and on nature, just like our ancestors. To give 
a typical example, we are running up a water 
deficit. Inhabitants of Chennai are aware of the 
problem of falling water tables. This is also 
happening in China, India and the U.S. We are 
still dependent on rain for water. 

Just as Copernicus argued that the earth 
revolved around the Sun, upsetting the existing 
paradigm, we need to formulate a new 
worldview, with the environment at the centre 
and the economy forming the subset. So, 
economic policy should respect and recognise 



the principles of ecology. This is crucial because 
in the long run, environmental degradation will 
lead to economic decline. 

It is heartening to learn that economists are 
becoming more ecologically aware, instead of 
swearing by the market. Nearly 2500 
economists have endorsed the introduction of 
a carbon tax to help stabilize the climate. The 
International Society of Ecological Economics 
has been set up, with members all over the 
world. Its vision is to build a sustainable world 
by integrating the thinking of economists and 
ecologists. 

People all over the world are hungry for a 
vision. They want to know how they can help 
to arrest and reverse the trend of 
environmental degradation. We have to ask 
ourselves what we can do. We have to make 
personal changes in our lifestyles and practise 
the 4 R's - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Refuse. 
We have to stop robbing future generations of 
their heritage. We have to cut down on 
consumption, and stop consuming as though 
there is no tomorrow. We have to change our 
mindset and recognize that the economy can 

sustain progress, only if it is compatible with 
the earth's ecosystem. So a new system has to 
evolve, what Lester Brown calls an 'eco
economy', one that respects the principles of 
ecology. 

Unfortunately, the market often fails to tell us 
the ecological truth because it does not factor 
in the environmental costs of providing goods 
and services. One way to tackle this problem 
would be to get environmentalists and 
economists to work together and calculate 
the cost of environmental degradation. This 
cost should be added to the price to arrive at 
full cost. This would lead to the making of 
decisions which are ecologically responsible. 

A sustainable economy cannot emerge by 
accident or wishful thinking, but only by a 
concerted and intelligent effort by political 
leaders - governments, corporate planners, 
investment bankers and individual consumers 
- in fact, by all citizens of all countries spanning 
the globe. If we want economic progress to 
continue in the future, we have no alternative 
except to build an economy that will sustain 
and support generations to come. 

Ms. Lakshmi Venkatasubramaniam 
Faculty, Department of Economics 



Stirring up the Hornet's Nest : 

Our premier IIMs - India's greatest unique 
selling proposition (USP) in the realms of 
intellect, technology and entrepreneurship -
have so long served as silent catalysts in swelling 
the ranks of the intellectual resource pool of 
our country, by providing undue encouragement 
to the export of Indian intelligentsia, which has 
risen to cosmic heights in the upbeat global 
market. Never had the IIMs made such a big 
splash in the media as they have today! 
Controversy upon vexing controversy 
continues to plague them, as they flounder in 
an attempt to seek a fair dealing in the fee-cut 
swamp. 

So, who - or rather, what - stirred up the 
hornet's nest? The fateful CAT paper leak was 
apparently the precipitating factor, which, 
besides subjecting the candidates to untold 
trauma and tension, also drew undesirable 
attention from the Government. That the CAT 
retest was conducted without a glitch on Feb 
IS'h 2004, causing the managements and faculty 
to heave a joint sigh of relief, is an entirely 
different matter. 

The Government's stand that the fee reduction 
will not influence the autonomy of these 
premier institutes of excellence remains 
unjustified, falsified even. The Public Interest 
Litigation's (PIL) plea with the court, to halt 
the Government's incursion into the academic 
affairs of first-rate management institutes, and 
the vehemence of its belief that the HRD 

The Crisis of the IIMs 

Ministry passed the order with a view to gain 
control over the IIMs, linger hauntingly in our 
troubled souls. This recent state of affairs has 
raised many a fiery debate revolving around 
the excessive interference of the Government, 
particularly in institutions of international 
repute. 

One of the key characteristics of the famous 
Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization 
(LPG) model lies in the degree of participation 
of the Government and the private bodies in 
the development of the Indian corporate sector. 
While the latter are to play a relatively larger 
role in this regard, the former would only 
provide guideposts in the face of contingencies. 
The LPG also calls for a withdrawal of subsidies, 
with the aim of propelling the industry to 
manage its affairs on its own, notwithstanding 
competition. Free rein would be given to the 
market forces in the determination of prices. 
When the economic situation is such, it is 
peculiarly strange on the part of the 
Government to startle us with its sudden 
announcement of a grant to the IIMs. This 
contradicts the formerly avowed policy of 
liberalization. 

It is a known fact that the IIMs have a stable 
financial standing, aside from the fine brand 
name, which they have conscientiously 
fashioned for themselves over the course of 
the last few decades. Why would they require 
Government aid at this juncture? Management 



education must be expanded and made affordable 
to all. The shortfalls in the resources of the /IMs 
will be covered sufficiently, where necessary, with 
additional state support Sounds cliched. But that's 
the Government's version. Isn't the duplicity 
of the claim obvious? The Government is not 
in a position to generate finances to the IIMs 
by realizing revenues through public and 
external borrowings. If the Government does 
run out of income, (regardless of the tall claims 
and promises it is making now), the JIMs will 
inevitably become unviable, Joss-making units; 
they cannot make their ends meet by relying 
solely on the income of Rs.30,000 collected 
from each JIM student. 

How will the JIMs revise their course content, 
improve their Jab facilities, augment their 
infrastructure and capital, increase the strength 
of their faculty and grow and expand further? 
Instead of funding a business administration 
course in institutes with as good a standing as 
the JITs and IIMs, the HRD Ministry should 
ideally channel its financial resources to more 
institutions for secondary and higher education 
and/or upgrade the infrastructure facilities in 
primary and corporation schools. 

The Government's earnestness in taking up the 
cause of equality in education can perhaps be 
justified if it adopts measures to reduce the 
hefty donations and capitation fees in medical 
and engineering institutions. The 
commercialization of medical institutes further 
degrades the noble profession, which we 
theoretically call 'medicine'. Why should we 
rest the blame solely on those allegedly 
avaricious doctors who profit from their poor 
patients to compensate for the colossal sums 
of money they paid to receive their degree? 
Obviously, the likelihood of an JIM graduate 
deceiving people to repay the loans he might 

have taken to pay his fees is substantially much 
lower! 

In point of fact, lower and middle-income 
students are hardly engulfed in catch-twenty 
two situations because of their inability to repay 
the loans they may have taken to pay the fees. 
The banking sector teems with a range of 
educational loans on easy repayment terms and 
at concessional rates of interest to JIM aspirants. 
No one would raise objections to repaying the 
loans borrowed, when there is a surefire 
guarantee of paying back every penny once the 
JIM graduates secure enviably lucrative jobs in 
high-ranking companies and conglomerates. 
Furthermore, Rs.I.S lakhs represents an 
equivalent of roughly 3000 U.S.D or 2100 
British pounds, which in actuality constitutes a 
very nominal fee. Isn't that the price we should 
pay if we want to enhance our technical and 
business acumen, strengthen our intellectual 
capacities, broaden our visions, widen our 
perspectives and expand our mental horizons? 

If there are problems in the way the JIMs are 
being run, it is the board of directors of the 
JIMs who are to be taken to task. In this regard, 
an ideal problem-solving technique on the part 
of the Government would be to monitor the 
composition of the Board of directors. If the 
Government contrarily endeavours to deal with 
the situation by exercising its control, it would 
make the board of directors ineffective and 
weaken our sturdy tenets of corporate 
democracy. 

The Indian economy clearly banks on the 
excellence of the IIMs for its growth and 
development. We should do everything we can 
to preserve the sacredness of these institutions. 

Nischintha Amarnath 
I BA Economics 



Accessible Art : The Print 

In the prevailing cultural climate, when the allure 
of all things modern and western is wearing 
thin, anything with reference to our traditional 
past is coveted. Who wouldn't want to own a 
Ravi Varma? While it certainly would not suit 
everyone's wallet, with reproductions, owning 
one is not impossible. 

Reproductions help bring the world of fine art 
to those who may never have an opportunity 
to see the original. Most often, public 
acquaintance with art is dependent on a replica 
of the work Most people experience a work 
of art only through a photograph, a slide, a 
cast, an engraving, a half-tone print or a 
coloured reproduction. Art reproductions offer 
advantages in terms of convenience. aesthetic 
development and a gratifying experience, 
providing a direct, yet mimetic, visual account 
that allows the viewer freedom in construing 
the artist's statement. 

It may be argued that since the reproduction 
is not the same as the original, there is a danger 
that a facsimile may become interchangeable 
with the original in the viewer's mind. Colour 
reproductions may lose some of the depth of 
perception and texture produced by brush 
strokes and the play of light on background 
figures, and the viewer's sense of excitement 
in perceiving the work may be dissipated 
because the reproduction is not the 'original' 
piece on which the artist worked. 

The term 'original print' usually denotes hand
pulled works in printmaking. Alternatively, all 
mechanically produced reproductions are also 
called 'prints', regardless of the technique used 
to produce the end result. These prints may 
be 'open', or numbered 'limited' editions. In 
open editions, because of the large numbers 
that are published, the mass-produced 
reproductions do not have significant value, and 
are of variable quality. However, greater 
accuracy of colour reproduction and texture 
has become possible through the use of 
technologically advanced scanning systems. High 
quality reproduction on premium paper is not 
cheap, but the buyer who is willing to invest in 
a quality reproduction can be assured of greater 
fidelity to the original. 

In the Eastern systems of painting, there has 
always been an emphasis on achieving likeness. 
Both the Six Limbs of Painting, or the Indian 
'Shadanga' and the Chinese Canons of Painting 
deem verisimilitude, or transmission by copying, 
to be essential to good art. Imitation is valued 
as a virtue which promotes understanding, 
which in turn may lead to visual stimulus. The 
realistic quality in the figurative style is easier 
to relate to, as is evident in the deference 
accorded to Ravi Varma's works. The presence 
of a story, a narrative within a landscape, makes 
for spontaneous identification, and involves 
minimal strain in reading the text, while 
providing the intellectual pleasure of recognition 



and enjoyment. The technique and medium take 
on a subservient role, while narrative assumes 
importance. 

In the customary icon-venerating religiosity of 
Hindu culture, where puja rooms are found in 
most homes, sacred imagery finds a ready 
abode. Catering to this need were the 
Thanjavur paintings, oleograph and lithograph 
prints of Ravi Varma's paintings, and the all
pervasive calendar pictures. While the latter 
satisfied the popular tastes of the masses, 
Thanjavur painting banked on its exclusivity, 
while the accessibility of Ravi Varma's paintings 
- in terms of both volume and price - helped 
in creating a sensibility, while satisfying a more 
elitist audience. 

Visually, we, as a nation, seem to be deficient 
in what Pierre Bourdieu terms 'cultural capital'. 
That we have been fairly insensitive to our 
visual heritage is proven by the paucity of the 
remains of our painting traditions. For such an 
audience, bereft of continuum in visual literacy, 
literal representations are necessary. Ravi 
Varma, much derided in the past, has been 
resurrected because of his realistic style and 
religious themes. 

To date, Ravi Varma's paintings have fetched 
up to Rs.65 lakhs. At such prices, they are 
certainly not affordable to most art lovers. To 
reach a wider audience, Ravi Varma, in his 
lifetime, set up a lithograph press in Lonavla to 
produce prints of his paintings, which would 
thus initiate millions of Indians into art. More 
iconic and marketable forms replaced the 
characteristically refined imagery of his paintings, 
spawning a spate of garish 'god-pictures' by 
lesser artists, which formed the basis of the 

calendar art genre, that was fashioned by offset 
and litho presses for decades. 

To keep up with the growing demand for 
religious imagery in the average household, 
Tamil magazines like 'Ananda Vikatan', 'Kalki', 
and 'Kalaimagal' commissioned artists with 
professional training, like Silpi Srinivasan, to 
create paintings of deities within the holy 
precincts. The images of the gods and goddesses 
were portrayed exactly as they are viewed by 
the devotee within the sacred confines of the 
sanctum sanctorum, utilizing the representational 
skills of the artist. Reproduced by offset printing, 
and published as part of these magazines, the 
paintings could be cut out and framed, serving 
as prints. This was curious, since most temples 
would not permit photography of the idol. To 
a certain extent, these images replaced calendar 
pictures. 

Reproductions may be printed or painted. In 
painted reproductions, images may be 
'appropriated' from some pre-established 
source, and sometimes 're-contextualised' by 
the artist. Imitation may be seen as a form of 
flattery. The skill involved is paramount, where 
credit lies in being able to copy, and yet, there 
is always the addition of one's own element. 
While extracting imagery from different 
contexts, the creativity of being able to exploit 
modern technology is important. 

A good way to start an involvement with art, 
the humble print brings the gratification of 
owning a masterpiece, albeit a reproduction, 
and indeed offers an easier access to a beauty 
that is otherwise out of bounds. 

Ms. Swapna Sathish 
Faculty, Department of Fine Arts 



Honour at Stake 

On the occasion of the much-hyped 
International Women's Day, celebrations take 
place every year. Seminars, conferences, rallies 
focussing on the issues of education, laws 
inimical to women, gender equality ... the list is 
endless. But does it make a difference? Are 
such events sufficient, or should we attempt to 
radica_lly change our thinking? 

As long as man was a hunter and a nomad, the 
relationship between the genders was one of 
freedom and equality. Women came to be the 
repository of honour only when hunters took 
to the sedentary lives of farmers. It was only 
then that the 'my' factor crept in: my land, my 
crops, my tools, my house, my women. 
Consequently, depriving a woman of her 
chastity became the ultimate revenge that any 
man could take on his enemy. Even today, when 
newspapers report an incident of violence 
against women, the response is always the same. 
There is initially a sense of outrage - but the 
furor soon dies a silent death. 

Instead of feigning surprise at this phenomenon, 
we need to seriously ask ourselves: what is 
the position of women in our society? Mother, 
sister, daughter, wife ... are they merely symbols 
of honour? The notion of honour is an 
important part of our tradition, and the fact 

that every woman is seen as a potential threat 
to the family's honour makes her a burden. 
Women have been accorded a very exalted 
position in religion, mythology and history. But 
a woman is not considered a person in her 
own right with an individual and distinct identity 
- a simple Sheila or Chandra. From the day a 
female child is born, she is seen as a burden, 
a liability, a responsibility, and consequently her 
life is structured. One false step, one innocent 
misdemeanour is sufficient to bring dishonour 
to her father or brother. Thus, while she is 
guarded as a precious gem, she is at the same 
time tragically put to death in many societies. 
Sati, which was abolished over two centuries 
ago, is still brutally practiced. The humiliation 
and confinement of women still continues. 

What society must understand is that woman 
is not a commodity to be passed to various 
hands at different stages of her life. She is a 
human being created by God in the same 
manner as man, with the same basic rights -
the right to think for herself, to make her 
mistakes and to learn from them. Unless this 
is understood, the position of women in our 
society will continue to be ambiguous, and 
outrages against women will continue unabated. 
Unfortunate, but true! 

Nayantara Yadava 
II BA Sociology 



All Creatures Great and Small 

India is a land synonymous with Ahimsa or 
non-violence. The Father of our Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi stood for non-violence even 
while waging a war. Indian culture, irrespective 
of its diverse religious beliefs, values all living 
things - people, plants and animals. This 
reverence for life and humanity is exemplified 
even in our religious texts. Jainism, for example, 
believes in non-violence to the point where it 
directs Jains to walk with a small broom in 
their hands in order to gently sweep away the 
ants and insects in their path, so that they will 
not inadvertently crush and kill these insects 
with their feet. 

Hindu mythology assigns a divine status to 
animals. An animal is the confidante of most 
gods and goddesses. Hanuman, the monkey god, 
was the greatest ally of Lord Rama. The cow 
is believed to be Goddess Lakshmi, and the 
elephant, Lord Ganesha. Hindus even have a 
festival called Mattu Pongal to honour and 
worship cows and bulls, which are animals 
essential for our health and livelihood. 

Coming from such a rich and gentle culture, it 
is a shame that cruelty towards animals is a 
serious problem today. In Chennai, for example, 
it is the custom for men, women and children 
to go sightseeing in bullock carts during the 
Pongal holidays, after worshipping the cow on 
Mattu Pongal day! You would never believe that 
the very same people have just worshipped 
the bulls, when you see the way they thrash 

the bulls to move faster, without caring about 
the weight they have to draw. Imagine the plight 
of these poor animals, pulling an overloaded 
cart allover the crowded city, and getting beaten 
a thousand times in the process! 

Bulls are not the only animals to suffer this 
fate. We also throw hot water on cows if they 
do not yield enough milk, and inject them with 
Oxytocin so that we can convert even their 
blood into milk. In our eagerness to squeeze 
as much milk out of the cows for our children, 
we forget about the calves, which also need 
their mother's milk for growth and sustenance. 
And we live in a country that believes in the 
value of kindness towards all living things! 

PETA, an American based animal welfare 
organisation, is protesting against the importing 
of leather goods from India because of the 
horrible way in which we treat our animals. 
Instead of leading the march against cruelty to 
animals, we are on the blacklist of nations which 
torture their animal population! Unfortunately, 
these charges are true. You only have to look 
at the lories that transport cattle to the 
slaughterhouses. The lorries are loaded with 
four times their capacity. The animals in the 
front row are forced to hold their heads 
straight up, and they bleed as their skin rubs 
against the metal. The other animals also suffer 
from torn skins and injuries, for their horns 
wound each other. If you think this is horrible, 
there is worse to come. We are so greedy 



that we want to increase the load of our lorries 
even more. So, what do we do? We cut off 
the legs of our cattle and stack them like logs, 
one on top of the other. And we live in a 
culture that honours Atman or life more than 
anything else! 

And the conditions in our slaughterhouses are 
no better. Whatever life is left in the cattle is 
squeezed out when they reach their 'final 
destination'. The people at the slaughterhouse 
begin to remove the skin from these animals 
while they are still alive. We do not even have 
the decency to put our animals to a quick 
death with an electric saw like they do in 
Western countries. We saw our cows inch by 
inch, and let them suffer for at least twenty 
minutes before they die. 

People who have money to gain are not the 
only ones exhibiting such cruel behaviour 
towards animals. Ordinary people like you and 
me do so as well. You only have to see the 
horses that we use for joy riding on our 
beaches. Their flesh hangs from their backs 
because of the unsuitable saddle that rubs 
against their skin, and they are visibly underfed 
and overworked. And yet we pay money to 
ride them for fun, and we live in a country that 
prides itself on its . history of non-violence! 

It was Mahatma Gandhi who said that a country 
could not be called civilized unless it treated 
its animals with dignity and respect. If Gandhi 
were alive today, what would he say about the 
way animals are treated in his own country? 
There is no doubt that we have become mean 
and insensitive over the years. We are superior 
to plants and animals only because of our sixth 
sense, which gives us the ability to make 
choices. We can choose to protect all God's 
creatures, or we can choose to watch in silence 

the atrocities around us, or we can even choose 
to torture animals ourselves. What would you 
choose to do? 

I urge you to choose to protect the harmless 
animals that share this planet with us. You can 
protect their rights in many ways: 

e When you see an animal in distress, please 
stop and try to help. 

e If the animal is large, or you are afraid, 
get help from someone. 

e If you see an overloaded cart or lorry, 
stop the vehicle. You can demand 
assistance from the police to question the 
driver. 

e Stop using leather unless you know the 
skin was removed painlessly from the 
animals. 

e Protest· against pnm1t1ve and painful 
methods of killing animals. 

e Donate generously to animal welfare 
organisations and become a member. 

• Spread the message of fair treatment of 
animals to family and friends. 

e Practise what you preach at home. Protect 
and nurture the animals that frequent your 
home, such as dogs, cats and birds. Make 
a move - even a small one - and it will 
inspire others to follow you. You may 
find that you are able to inspire an entire 
street to fight injustice. 

Abuse and cruelty to animals is against the law, 
and is punishable with a jail sentence. Unless 
we demand justice, the police will not mete 
out this punishment to those who hurt our 
animals. 



The bottom line is that we.should care. Most 
of us are kind and gentle people who do not 
want to harm the living beings that inhabit this 
earth with us. It would be a shame if we allowed 
a small minority to dominate and ruin the 
delicate balance that God has created. Recall 
the words of Martin Luther King that the 

atrocities in this world are not due to the acts 
of the bad, but to the silence of the good. And 
never forget that we belong to a culture that 
stresses the sanctity of life, whether it is that 
of a person or an animal. 

Madhumitha R. 
I BSc Chemistry 

Coral Reefs S.O.S 

Coral Reefs, with their vibrant colours and 
rich bio-diversity, are often referred to as the 
'Rainforests of the Ocean'. India has more than 
500 fringing reefs around the coastal islands of 
the Gulf of Mannar and Kachchh, the offshore 
islands of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and 
I 0 atolls and 36 coral islands in the 
Lakshadweep archipelago. These reefs provide 
resources for large sections of the coastal and 
island populations in terms of fisheries, mineral 
wealth and tourism. Unfortunately, due to large
scale destruction through human activities like 
over-fishing, inflow of fertilizers, deforestation 
and reckless diving practices, there has been a 
drastic decrease in the overall coral population. 

However, it has been found that the single 
greatest threat to coral reefs is, in fact, climate 
change. Of the 27% of the world's coral that 
has been lost, about 16% was damaged due to 
a single climatic event, the El Nino/La Nina of 
1998. During this event, the reefs of the Persian 
Gulf were annihilated and S.E Asia was hit hard 
with localized losses of 60-90%. Climatic change 
affects corals in many ways. The first is heat 
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stress. The surface temperature of the earth is 
expected to rise between one and four degrees 
Fahrenheit over the next 20 years. Since most 
corals are already at their upper heat tolerance 
limit, further increases are likely to result in 
bleaching, a phenomenon wherein the tiny 
organisms living within the coral (called 
zooxanthellae) are ejected, making the once 
colourful coral appear stark white. 

Heightened levels of carbon dioxide are a cause 
for global warming, and are thus indirectly a 
cause for coral stress. A direct increase in 
carbon dioxide levels will inhibit the 
photosynthetic activities of the zooxanthellae, 
resulting in bleaching. Projected levels of carbon 
dioxide will have an effect comparable to a 
temperature rise of 5.5 degrees Fahrenheit. It 
will also alter the carbonate balance and reduce 
pH, affecting calcification. This inhibits the 
corals' ability to build and rebuild the reefs. 
Coral reefs do have the inherent ability to 
acclimatize to increases in water temperatures, 
but current global warming trends far exceed 
the range of adaptability. One of the worst 



affected areas is the Great Barrier Reef. 
Measuring the sea surface temperature (SST) 
of all our oceans and the sea surface height 
(SSH) can give us an indication about what is 
influencing today's weather, and how much heat 
is being stored in the ocean to influence future 
planetary climatic events. 

Coral reefs are rapidly becoming endangered, 
but they can be saved if immediate measures 
are taken to conserve these miracles of nature. 
Legislation to prevent global warming like the 
Kyoto Protocol call for reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions, but though a few countries 
have ratified it, larger nations like the United 
States still remain evasive. Another idea 
proposed by researchers is to seed the oceans 

Obituary 
MR. OIL AND MRS. GAS 

Date: I 0/1 0/3000 

Time:l7:45 

Funeral Service Venue: International People's 
Forum 

Commemorative Speech: Mr. J.S. from Oils and 
Spoils Incorporated. 

Dear friends, today we are gathered here to 
commemorate the lives of two very important 
souls, Mr. Oil and Mrs. Gas, well known to all 
of you I am sure. Distinguished politicians, 
businessmen and women, industrialists, policy 
analysts, educationists and students; this is a 
sad day indeed. Our lives will change much 

with iron so that the phytoplankton level will 
significantly increase and therefore draw more 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. However, 
this is a highly controversial technique, since 
ecologists around the world argue that the 
method could have dangerous side effects on 
the delicately balanced marine ecosystem. 
Marine Protected Areas have proved to be a 
very efficient system of protecting coral reefs 
by enforcing rules and regulations to restrict 
coral mining and over-fishing. Artificial reef 
formation is another potentially viable technique 
that is being currently researched by various 
companies around the world. 

T anvi Vaidyanathan 
Ill BSc Zoology 

with the extinction of our friends. What I 
envisage today is a return to the Stone Age. 
Forget the jet planes, the rockets, the anti
ballistic missile defences! Production will, or 
has it already, come to a grinding halt? We 
shall see the return of the venerable bullock 
cart. Mr. President of the United States, my 
advice to you is to contact authorities in India. 
Hopefully, they still have some knowledge of 
the technology. 

We plundered and blundered. I am 
apprehensive about predicting our own death 
knell, but it is near. Remember the time, when 
we scrambled for the Middle East? We used 



our two friends as ruses to invade Iraq (that 
was in 2003). We faced challenges from those 
miscreants who blew up oil pipelines, creating 
a ball of smoke - poisonous smoke. I wonder 
how many died then? Remember our 
prospecting in Central Asia, especially over the 
Caspian Sea? The complex pipelines? 
Honourable dignitaries from Russia, you no 
longer have to fear the Chinese or the 
Americans. All you have to fear is your own 
survival. How will you place food on the tables 
of millions of people? How are you going to 
keep the cold out of your lives? These are 
shivering times my friends, there will be no 
heating, no cooking, we will starve ... and we 
will die. Alaska was the most unfortunate, we 
went there as a last resort, after digging deeper 
and deeper from oil reserves in Tenghiz, 
Trombay, Alberta and Libya. The final frontier 
cracked. Environmental havoc resulted from 
drinking up of the last drops of our precious 
friends. 

We stole from our earth, friends, that's what 
we did. Brutal murder. True, we tried 
alternative sources of energy production: we 
tapped the air, the wind, the sea ... but never 
optimally and never wisely. We achieved our 
fortunes, our economic goals, through political 
and sometimes military means. Our greed never 
satiated, we exploited and marched ahead, each 
of us wanting the title of Pax - the ruler of the 
world ... What are we ruling over now? The 
probability of a nuclear attack or a missile attack 
has been rendered null and void due to the 
lack of precious fuel (that's good news isn't 
it?). But we, my friends, have reached the brink 
of extinction or the level of mere existence. 
How many of you are going to revert to the 
rubbing of two stones to provide a fire? How 
many of you are going to walk to your place 
of work? Our friends who created the very 
fabric of the economies of the world have now 
destroyed it. 

Manisha Anna Abraham 
II MA International Studies 



Silent Gunfire 

One does not have to strain one's ears to 
hear the sound waves when a gelatine stick, or 
its more sophisticated cousin the RDX, or the 
compact AK-47, or a shoulder-held missile 
launcher goes off, because the explosion is so 
deafening it can be heard .for miles around. But 
how do you detect an explosion, or the tat
tat-tat of a machine gun when it occurs silently? 
Such quieter occurrences are more lethal and 
devastating in the wreckage and destruction 
they inflict. If you think that I am essaying here 
a sketch of terrorism - the violence, armed 
struggle or guerilla warfare that is so common 
around the world, you are mistaken. On the 
contrary, what I am trying to do is to make 
out a case against the silent activity that 
surreptitiously precedes violent societal 
earthquakes and convulsions. 

When a terrorist strikes, be it in Madrid, 
Manhattan, Tel Aviv, Colombo, or closer home 
in Coimbatore, rightly, or rather self
righteously, we condemn the violence and the 
tragedy that has befallen the innocent victims. 
But we forget the quieter invasions and the 
accompanying atrocities that laid the 
foundations, well in advance, for such sanguinary 
denouements. If we sit back on our sofas and 
train our analytical telescopes on such violent 
conundrums across the globe, invariably there 
come into view groups of people who are the 
originators of all such bloody after-events. But 
these monsters carried on their activities in 

such deafening quietude that, until the after
effects blew up in our face, we never smelt 
anything amiss anywhere! Now tell me, who is 
to blame? The perpetrators of the blood 
curdling events or the men who stealthily 
sowed the seeds of discord and violence in 
the first place? The IRA gunmen of Northern 
Ireland, the L TTE rebels of Sri Lanka, the PLO 
guerillas of a still-born Palestine, the ETA 
Basque separatists of Spain or the dreaded AI 
Quaida operatives, so ubiquitously blamed for 
violence occurring anywhere in the world, all 
have a common cradle, they all sing a common 
credo and they all serve a common cause. They 
were all born when a politically, economically, 
numerically, intellectually, or militarily more 
powerful group of a region drove a lesser group 
into the cul-de-sac of insecurity, and towards 
the possibility of their eventual extinction. 
Finding themselves between the devil and the 
deep blue sea, the lesser group invariably turned 
into desperadoes, fiercely fighting for their very 
survival. The domineering power learns, albeit 
in a gruesome way and in macabre settings, 
the advantages of peaceful co-existence with 
the lesser group. So, who is to be blamed for 
the violent finale - the desperadoes or the 
domineering group? 

Before your mind reels at the scenario just 
painted, let me give you a break, a glimmer of 
hope, a silver lining in an otherwise dark 
horizon. Let us shift camp, for a brief but 



interesting case study, to a period setting of 
the early eighteenth to the early nineteenth 
century in the verdant plains of the erstwhile 
Travancore-Cochin-Malabar region. 

Those were the days of Brahminical supremacy, 
the entire land-holdings of God's own country 
having been more or less consolidated in the 
hands of the Namboothiri Brahmins, as 
explained by the 'Parasurama Purana', the land 
deal made by King Mahabaali. The womenfolk 
belonging to the households of the Kshatriyas, 
the martial and the agrarian castes were 
reduced to a glorified debauchery called 
'sambandhan' by the intellectually superior and 
racially dominating Brahmins. What thus went 
on for a whole century, was a cultural invasion 
accompanied by racial decimation, a sort of 
unspoken ethnic cleansing that virtually wiped 
out the pure-bred martial and agrarian 
communities of their millennia-old ethnicity and 
ancestry. (Ref. The Castes and Tribes of 
Southern India by Edgar Thurston, the first 
Population Surveyor General of India). The fact 
that the battle-scarred male members of the 
martial communities, equally feared and admired 
for their valour and battle-field accomplishments 
a few centuries earlier, had turned into silent 
witnesses of the inglorious goings-on in their 
community, speaks volumes about the rot that 
had set in, and the total degeneration of the 
native social mores and cultural value systems 
under the assault of the invading culture, though 
this happened all too quietly within the seclusion 
of households. 

However, what is really amazing is the fact 
that such a deep-set, widespread and well-

trenched social tyranny was put paid to in the 
mid-nineteenth century without any armed 
rebellion, without any violent upheaval, without 
even a single drop of blood being shed. Such 
a swift and remarkable peaceful social 
reformation was the handiwork of a people's 
movement marshaled by Sri Narayana Guru, a 
social awareness activist, born in the lower 
echelons of the caste hierarchy. 

Around the same time, yet another people's 
movement successfully brought down upper
caste hegemony in another sphere, by peacefully 
arranging for the temple-entry of the down
trodden at a place called Vaikom, once again in 
Kerala. This movement was eloquently 
orchestrated and ably spear-headed by the 
firebrand social reformer and rationalist thinker 
from Tamil Nadu, E.V.R. Periyar, aptly acclaimed 
as 'Vaikom Veerar'. 

These brave champions of the peoples'cause 
never resorted to violent strife and destruction 
to redress the injustices heaped on one section 
of society, by another oppressive section. Do 
not these singular achievements spell out an 
astounding anti-thesis to the terrorist's doctrine 
that the 'flames of injustice can only be doused 
by the fiery holocaust of violence'? 

Which brings us to the interesting and ethically 
heart-warming conclusion of our reflection, 
namely, in order to be effective, counter
offensives and counter- revolutions need NOT 
necessarily be violent, destructive and blood
spilling in character. Fighting desperadoes of 
the world, are you listening? 

Ms. Vimala Stephen 
Faculty, Department of History 



The Power of Prayer 

I lock myself in my room and sit cross-legged 
on the floor. Settling myself comfortably, I close 
my eyes. Then I take a deep breath, hold the 
air in until I feel my lungs nudging my chest as 
if requesting me to exhale gently. I repeat the 
process for a few seconds ... though ... it feels 
like a lifetime. 

Meanwhile, I experience silence engulfing me. 
Everything comes to a halt. It feels as if nothing 
else exists in this world. Nothing else matters. 
Nothing else is real in this world. 

I can feel consciousness course through my 
veins and touch my very being. I cannot 
attribute a form or any features to it, but I feel 
a fullness within me that wasn't there before. 
This is my experience of God. I dwell in it for 
a while ... then I slowly open my eyes. There is 
a smile tugging at my lips. telling me everything 
will be all right. 

With this sensation, I go about doing my chores. 
I known that someone is taking care of me, I 
know that someone loves me. And in that 
security, I course through the day with a bounce 
in my step and lightness in my heart. 

And yet, another day comes to an end. On all 
days there are ups and downs, but time and 
again, the presence I felt in the morning is 
affirmed. I perceive it in any form I invoke it -
whether I call it Krishna, Rama, Muruga, Jesus 
or Sairam. People call it by different names and 
attribute different definitions to it. Some doubt 
its existence all the while. 

For my part, I believe in, and ponder over its 
various manifestations. At its very core, I 
perceive it to be the culmination of all that is 
good and pure in this world. To me, an 
awareness of this goodness and purity is an 
awareness of God. Nothing is more real than 
the reality that we call God. 

In fact, I catch glimpses of various manifestations 
in everything, be it the encouraging smile of a 
stranger on a particularly depressing day, or 
the unassuming generosity of a friend. Every 
good deed done unto me, every blessing, every 
favour is an expression of God's grace. 

However, I must admit that at times, engrossed 
in pettiness or pride it is very easy to be 
deluded of this priceless miracle. 

God takes care of each one of us. We are the 
ones who are unaware of its/his/her presence 
in our lives. This lack of awareness is to a 
great extent the cause of our miseries. In this 
fast-paced world, if we slow down enough to 
ponder over this, we will be able to lead more 
fulfilling lives. 

This is the prayer I ask in God's name: 
That for our sake, 
We may be granted the humility 
To fee/ the need for him in our lives, 
To be blessed with 
The awareness of his grace on us ... 
. .. At all times. 
AMEN 

Dharini Parthasarthy, II B.A. Sociology 



Biotechnology: 
The Science of the Future 

Gone are the days when science was just 
botany, zoology, physics or chemistry. Today, 
science is a varied field with much scope for 
research and development, which has resulted 
in a more profound description of life at the 
cellular and nuclear level. The newly acquired 
knowledge in the field of biology has resulted 
in great improvements in the health and welfare 
of man. Biotechnology is the application of 
biological organisms, systems or processes to 
manufacturing industries. 

Genetics and Biotechnology 

So far, biotechnology has been considered with 
respect to two characteristics - obtaining the 
best catalyst and the best environment. The 
most effective, stable and convenient form for 
the biocatalyst is a whole organism. In most 
cases, this could be some type of microbe like 
bacterium, yeast or mould. Originally, these 
micro-organisms were extracted from the 
natural environment. But today, scientists can 
genetically alter these into superior organisms. 
This is a practice that is being carried out by 
most biological-based industries, and is the 
direct result of the close co-operation between 
technologists and geneticists. 

Genetic recombination occurs during normal 
sexual reproduction and consists of the 
breakage and rejoining of DNA molecules of 
the chromosomes, which is of vital importance 
to living organisms. Generally, there are strong 

taxonomic constraints that confine the naturally 
occurring mechanisms, which permit genetic 
recombination to take place. 

In contrast, recombinant DNA techniques 
known as genetic engineering, offers unlimited 
opportunities for bringing about new 
combinations of genes, which at the moment 
do not exist under natural conditions. Genetic 
engineering has been defined as 'the formation 
of new combinations of heritable material by 
the insertion of nucleic acid molecules, 
produced by whatever means, outside the cell 
into any virus, bacterial plasmid or other vector 
system, so as to allow their incorporation into 
a host organism in which they do not naturally 
occur but in which they are capable of 
continued propagation'. 

Single Cell Protein Production 

One of the biggest problems facing the world 
today, especially in developed nations, is 
population growth. At present, there are 4 
billion mouths to be fed, and if the present 
growth rate continues, by the year 2000 this 
number will exceed 5 billion. 

Conventional agriculture may not be able to 
produce a sufficient supply of food, particularly 
protein. The search for protein is unrelentingly 
pursued. Today, new agricultural practices are 
widespread: high protein cereals have been 
developed, and the cultivation of soybeans and 



groundnuts is ever expanding. As a result, the 
use of microbes as protein producers has gained 
wide experimental success. This field of study 
has become known as single cell protein 
production (SCP) and refers to the fact that 
most of the micro-organisms used as producers 
grow as single or filamentous individuals rather 
than as complex multi-cellular organisms like 
plants or animals. 

The acceptability of SCP, when presented as 
human food, depends not only on its safety 
and nutritional value, but also on other factors. 
People do not usually fancy the idea of eating 
food derived from microbes. In many cultures, 
there are guidelines regarding what one can 
and cannot eat. Also, odour, colour, taste and 
texture need to be taken into consideration 
when dealing with people's desires. Thus, if 
SCP is to be used as direct food for man, then 
the skills of the food technologist will be greatly 
challenged. 

Biotechnology and Medicine 

Antibiotics are anti-microbial compounds 
produced by living organisms and are used 
therapeutically and sometimes prophylactically 
in the control of infectious disease. Over 4000 
antibiotics have been isolated, but only about 
SO have achieved wide usage. Antibiotics may 
function over a wide range of micro-organisms 
and are termed 'broad spectrum'. In contrast, 
streptomycin and penicillin are examples of 
narrow spectrum antibodies being effective 
against only a few bacterial species. Most 
antibiotics have been derived from the mould 
fungi. Thus, in medicine, biotechnology will have 
an increasing importance in the production of 
new and improved products that will contribute 
to the well-being of mankind 

Environmental Technologies 

Waste can be considered as any material or 
energy form that cannot be economically used; 
recovered or recycled at a given time and place. 
Growth in human populations has generally 
been matched by a greater formation of a wider 
range of waste products, many of which cause 
serious environmental pollution, if they are 
allowed to accumulate in the ecosystem. 

In rural communities, recycling of human, animal 
and vegetable wastes has been practiced by 
man for centuries, providing in many cases, 
valuable fertilizers or fuel. In urban communities, 
where most of the deleterious wastes 
accumulate, efficient water collection and 
specific treatment processes have been 
d~veloped since it is impractical to discharge 
h1gh volumes of wastes in natural land and 
waters. 

Vaccine Production 

The vast majority of micro-organisms are of a 
harmless nature. Indeed, most have very 
beneficial properties that can enrich our lives 
and many are even essential to our health and 
well-being. A few microoorganisms can, 
however, cause infection and these are termed 
'pathogenic', which means they have the ability 
to inflict damage or cause disease. Potential 
biological weapons can be found within the 
various groups of micro-organisms. The 
poisonous products of micro-organisms, plants 
or animals designated as toxins are also 
considered as biological weapons. 

Genomics 

The Human Genome Project, which was started 
towards the end of the 1980s, involves the 



sequencing of the entire human genome. The 
project aims at gaining a deeper insight into 
the organization and function of genetic 
materials and to provide a solid, molecular base 
of physiology and medicine. 

Especially controversial is the Human Genome 
Diversity Project, which was set up in 1993 
and which aims at providing a comprehensive 
study of genetic variation across different human 
populations. However, it has generated a storm 
of moral, cultural and political controversy in 
which opponents have argued that it 'smacks 
of racism, commercialism, exploitation and 
cultural imperialism'. In particular, some critics 
have expressed the fear that the information 
gained from this project may be used to create 
genetic or ethnic weapons to target a particular 
racial or ethnic group. 

A woman once asked Benjamin Franklin if he 
would marry her so that their child would have 
his brains and her looks. He looked at her and 
smilingly told her that it would be a shame if 
the opposite happened. This tells us that genes 
and inheritance can only be manipulated to a 
certain extent - beyond that nature takes its 
course. Because of the pronounced dual-use 
aspects of biotechnologies, it is very difficult to 
advocate the prohibition of any type of 
biological res~arch. Therefore, it is proposed 
that research activities are monitored, and 
ethical decisioo-ma'king rules are applied to 
research in order to enhance transparency, and 
to serve as an early warning signal for activities 
that are neither justifiable nor beneficial to 
mankind. 

Sharon Moses 
Christine jayakaran 

II BSc Plant Biology & Plant Biotechnology 



Sweet Tooth 

A bar of chocolate is worth a million smiles! 
Have you ever wonderec;l what makes 
chocolates so special? Apart from the fact that 
they are delicious? There are few foods that 
people feel so passionate about - a passion 
that goes beyond a love for the 'sweetness' of 
most candies or desserts. For the true 
'chocoholic', just thinking about chocolate can 
evoke a pleasurable response. Chocolates have 
left their mark on mankind over the centuries. 
Sounds improbable? Here are the facts. 

The earliest record of chocolate was over a 
thousand years ago in the South American rain 
forests, around the Amazon and Essequibo 
rivers, where the tropical mix of high rainfall 
combined with high year round temperatures 
and humidity provide the ideal climate for the 
cultivation of the cacao tree. The tree was 
worshipped by the Mayans who believed it to 
be of divine origin, hence it's generic Latin name, 
meaning 'Food of the Gods '. Cacao is a Mayan 
word meaning 'Good Food'. Cacao was later 
corrupted into the more familiar 'cocoa' by 
the Europeans. 

The Aztecs, who came after the Mayans, also 
prized the beans highly, but because the Aztec 
civilization was at a higher altitude in the Andes, 
the climate was not suitable for the cultivation 
of the tree, and they acquired the beans through 
trade and as the spoils of war. The Aztecs also 
used the beans as currency. The Aztecs, like 
the Mayans before them, enjoyed cacao only 

as a beverage made from the raw beans. It 
featured prominently in ritual, and as a luxury 
available only to the very wealthy. The Aztecs 
called this drink 'xocolatl'. The Spanish 
conquistadors found the word almost 
impossible to pronounce, and so corrupted it 
to 'chocolat', and the English further changed 
it to 'chocolate'. In fact, the Aztecs prized 
'xocolatl' so much above gold and silver, that 
when Montezuma was defeated by Cortez in 
1519, and the victorious conquistadors searched 
his palace expecting to find gold and silver, all 
they found were huge quantities of cocoa beans. 
The Aztec Treasury consisted not of precious 
metals, but of cocoa beans! 

Xocolatl, or chocolat, or chocolate, as it 
became known, was first brought to Europe 
by Cortez. By this time, the conquistadors had 
learned to make the drink more palatable to 
European tastes, by mixing the ground roasted 
beans with sugar and vanilla, thus offsetting the 
bitterness of the Aztec drink. Cortez brought 
the bean to Spain, and from here the b.eans 
traveled to England, where the first Chocolate 
House was opened in London in 1657, followed 
rapidly by many others. English colonists carried 
chocolate with them to England's colonies in 
North America. Destined to become the United 
States of America and Canada, they are now, 
by far the largest consumers of both chocolate 
and coffee, consuming over half the world's 
total production of chocolate. 



Chocolate was first eaten in solid form when 
bakers in England began adding cocoa powder 
to cakes in the mid 1600s. In 1828, a Dutch 
chemist named Johannes Van 

Houten invented a method of extracting the 
bitter tasting fat or 'cocoa butter' from the 
roasted ground beans. His aim was to make 
the drink smoother and more palatable, but he 
unknowingly paved the way for what we now 
call chocolate. Chocolate as we know it today, 
first appeared in 1847, when cocoa powder 
and cocoa butter were mixed to produce the 
first chocolate bar. In 1875, a Swiss 
manufacturer found a way to combine - some 
would say improve - cocoa powder and cocoa 
butter with sugar and dried milk powder to 
produce the first milk chocolate. 

One of the most pleasant effects of eating 
chocolate is the 'good feeling'. Chocolate 
contains more than 300 known chemicals. 
Caffeine is the most well known of these 
chemical ingredients, though it is found only in 
small quantities. Theobromine, a weak stimulant, 
is also present in slightly higher amounts. The 
combination of these two chemicals (and 
possibly others) may provide the 'lift' that 
chocolate eating provides .. Theobromine 

belongs to a class of alkaloids known as 
methylxanthines. Drewnowski found that eating 
chocolate causes the brain to produce natural 
opiates, which dull pain and enhance the feeling 
of well-being. If the receptors in the brain that 
signal the presence of opioids were blocked, 
there would be no chocolate bingeing. It was 
not shown, however, if this was caused by the 
high fat or sugar content of chocolate candy. 

Chocolate also contains phenylethylamine, a 
chemical related to amphetamines. Like 
amphetamines, this raises blood pressure and 
blood sugar levels, resulting in a feeling of 
alertness and contentment. The caffeine in 
chocolate may also cause feelings of alertness 
and a pounding heart, though the other two 
stimulants in chocolate - the caffeine relatives 
theobromine and methylxanthines - are weaker 
than caffeine. You would have to eat more 
than 12 bars of chocolate to get as much 
caffeine as there is in one cup of coffee. All of 
these stimulants increase the activity of 
neurotransmitters in the brain. However, the 
same wonderful elixir is lethal to dogs and 
horses. 

But that is another story altogether ... 

Kaavya Krishna Kumar 
Harini Subramanian 

II BSc Chemistry 



Special Education 

The world is a kaleidoscope of colours, people 
and children, with haves and have-nots. When 
we talk of children, it is their learning ability 
that often concerns us. How many ~imes have 
we, or our friends, had difficulty in learning the 
arithmetic tables, remembering them and 
reproducing them in the dreaded exams? Have 
you wondered why some of your friends who 
were very smart in answering the teacher and 
coming up with creative ideas, always under
performed in tests and produced disappointing 
results? Well, there is no mystery behind it. In 
simple terms, these children have what is called 
a learning disability. 

Learning Disability is a disorder that affects 
people's ability to interpret what they see and 
hear. There are many kinds of learning 
disabilities and one of them is DYSLEXIA, which 
is a specific learning disability. Dyslexia refers 
to a difficulty in processing language. 'Dys' 
means difficulty and 'lexia' means language. 
There is generally a big discrepancy between 
the intelligence potential and performance of 
children who are dyslexic. 

Dyslexia is a neurological disorder and may be 
either developmental or acquired. Birth trauma 
and serious head injuries could also be a cause. 
Dyslexia is believed to be caused by the under
utilization of the left hemisphere of the brain, 
which is responsible for the language processing 
areas like reading and spelling. When a child 

shows a delay in reaching the normal childhood 
'milestones' (crawling, speech, etc), he/she could 
be at a risk for learning disability. Dyslexic 
children exhibit both verbal and non-verbal 
symptoms. The verbal symptoms are noticed 
only when the school teacher realizes that the 
child reverses letters or words while reading 
or spelling ('was' for 'saw', 'pot' for 'top', etc). 

These children need specialized remedial 
teaching with multi-sensory methods (visual, 
auditory, kinesthetic, tactile methods} of 
learning. They need to be taught study 
strategies using mnemonics and other memory 
skills. 

But there is a silver lining to this cloud. Help 
for such children, is at hand with assessments, 
counselling and remedial help provided by 
special educators. It is indeed very heartening 
to note that great people like Thomas Alva 
Edison, Leonardo Da Vinci and Winston 
Churchill (to name a few) made a name for 
themselves though they were dyslexic. So, next 
time you come across such children, do not 
ridicule them, but help them by making teachers 
and parents understand this condition. Tell 
them that help is available to enable these 
children to realize their fullest potential. Support 
them, for you may be nurturing a young scholar! 

Anusha Narayan 
I BA Sociology 



Background Music : Underwater Whispers 

The world could seem 1ike 
A fishbowl. 
But when a clownfish, 
A goldfish, a turtle, 
And a jellyfish 
Live together, 
The fishbowl becomes 
An ocean. 

The ocean is huge. 
Very accommodating. 
The jellyfish have space to wiggle, 
The turtle ponders, 
The goldfish forgets. 

But how can I forget to add, 
The red-eyed shark, 
With bloodthirsty teeth? 
And what happened to the clownfish~ 
You may wonder. 

Our clownfish plays hide-and-seek 
With him. 
The shark's pointy nose, 
Smells out her bubbly trails. 
Did the ocean give her away? 

She has her anemone-home to live in. 
Anemone with long brown fingers, 
Waving to the musical whispers of the ocean. 
Anemone fingers, 
Tickle her red striped aquatic body 
To make her laugh. 

You see, 
She needs to laugh to be a clownfish. 

Vandana Krishnan 
Ill BA Literature 



The Raven 

The sunlight blazed hot on the open porch of 
her beach house, where Elena sat relaxing with 
a cup of iced coffee as she read that morning's 
newspaper. This was always the best part of 
the morning for her. As she sipped her coffee, 
she glanced at a headline "Young college student 
found dead in bathtub - murder suspected." 
She put the paper down, leaned back, shut her 
eyes, rubbed her temples and picked up the 
mug of coffee that stood on the table beside 
her. just then the telephone rang ... 'Damn!', 
she muttered under her breath as she moved 
to the telephone, rather swiftly for a woman 
of her age. She took the receiver off the hook 
and said in a pleasant voice: "Hello?" 

Elena was a slender woman of sixty-three 
(although one would swear that she couldn't 
be older than forty). She had perfect features ... 
beautiful brown eyes, hair that fell in curls over 
her brow and a smile that could charm a snake 
out of hiding. At first sight, one would describe 
her as beautiful. 

The voice at the other end of the phone was 
rather feeble. It sounded frightened and scared. 
"Elena", the voice stammered. "Its' 
me ... jessie ... " Elena groaned inwardly. 

jessica, Elena's younger sister bore little 
semblance to her. The two had never been 
particularly close as sisters ... jessie had always 
been mother's pet, the favourite daughter and 
had always enjoyed a special relation with her 

mother. But Elena no longer minded. She had 
grown used to it ... 

Elena was jolted out of her distraction by the 
sound of jessie crying. "jessie ... What's wrong?" 

"It's Kris ... she ... she died last night." The words 
came out in an almost ghostly whisper, and 
sent a chill down Elena's spine. "Her room 
mate found her dead in her bathtub, last 
evening... the police believe she was probably 
murdered." 

Elena gasped. jessie was clearly telling the 
truth ... but she couldn't believe it ... she couldn't 
believe it ... it wasn't possible. 

"But who? Why?" Elena stuttered as the tears 
welled up in her eyes. "Murder?... it can't be ... 
it's just not possible." Elena trembled as she 
spoke. 

"Elena I really need you here now. Without 
Kris, life just ... " 

"I'll be right there" 

She replaced the receiver on the hook and ran 
out of the doorway grabbing her coat as she 
left. 

It took Elena about an hour to reach the 
farmhouse that Jessie had inherited from her 
mother. Remembering how devastated Jessie 
had been by her mother's death two years 
ago, Elena wondered how jessie would deal 



with this tragedy ... Jessie was a single mother 
and she had simply doted on Kris. Kris had 
graduated from school just a year ago and had 
insisted on going to the university of her choice. 
Jessie had been extremely reluctant to let her 
go but Kris had been very excited about leaving 
home and learning to be independent. Elena 
herself had empathized with Kris. Kris was so 
much like her. But what would Jessie do now ... 
how would she react ... ? 

As Elena drove towards the farm, she passed 
a couple of police cars that were just leaving 
the farmhouse, and as she swung in through 
the gate she saw a number of chickens walking 
around madly, clucking loudly as though laughing 
at something very funny. 

Elena took it all in. The fresh air, the smell of 
chickens, of cows, of manure ... everything 
smelt the same, and brought back memories of 
good times when their mother would send 
them to feed the chickens or. milk the cows. 
Suddenly fear gripped Elena and she felt the 
hair on the back of her neck begin to rise. 
Something terrible was about to happen. She 
just knew it. But what ? She could not tell. But 
she felt it, creeping out of the sky, reaching 
her through the sounds, the colours that filled 
the air .... Suddenly from somewhere in the 
trees, a big black bird flew out ... heading 
toward her! 

Elena screamed and as she fell to the ground, 
she saw an enormous raven swoop right over 
her and fly into the neighboring tree. Elena 
heaved a sigh of relief "Just a raven", she 
thought, " Nothing more ... just a raven .... " 

Picking herself up, she walked to the farmhouse, 
pushed open the door that was slightly ajar 
and walked right in. "Jessie, it's me, Elena. 
Wh 1 J . " ere are you. ess1e .... 

Hearing no response, Elena panicked and ran 
up to the bedroom. She pushed open the door 
and found Jessie sitting on the bed, a hideous 
smile upon her face. For some reason her hands 
were hidden in her lap. 

As she entered the room she fought back a 
rising sense of panic "Jessie", she gasped trying 
to make her voice as normal as possible, "Are 
you alright? You had me worried there for a 
few ... " 

"It was you, wasn't it?" Jessie whimpered. "It 
was you .... YOU killed her" 

Elena stared at her in horrified disbelief. The 
shock had been too much for Jessie. She 
seemed to be completely unhinged by grief. In 
a daze, she heard Jessie continue ... 

"It was you ... you were responsible for her 
death. You always hated her, I know you did. 
You killed her .... And now you deserve to 
die ... " 

Before Elena knew what was happening, she 
heard a deafening noise ... a loud bang. The air 
still laden with the smell of manure, of chicken 
and cows, was now mixed with the smell of 
gunpowder. As she fell Elena saw a big black 
bird sitting on the windowsill, and then ... 
darkness. 

Shirley G. 
I BA Uterature 



Tradition 
He emerges, drenched 

In discovery of what lies beneath: 

A treasure-chest 

Of ritual and belief. 

No explanation for what he sees. 

Just mysteries that fail to unfold 

Something like a film roll 

Yet to reveal 

Yet to expose. 

No age or time can confine 

What's yours, what's mine. 

Hearing the bell 

He makes his way up, 

Not alone, 

But with tradition wrapped around his 
shoulders. 

Rashmi Kumar 
I MA Uterature 

Ill remembered 
Like the phlegm of an old cough, 

It balls up in my throat, 

Rough with the memory of soreness. 

The body grows tired of fighting this 

Onus of a satisfied customer. 

If years heal, I hope the remembrance 

of redness in my head 

will die - and the lie 

of a gift wrapped package 

instead of apology. 

Subiksha Krishnaiah 
II BA Uterature 



The Best is yet to be 

Her head rested on the pillow creating a deeper 
shade of white around her scalp. She lay under 
warm blankets and the people sitting around 
her could barely discern a body under the 
fabric. 

"Ma, Sameer is here," her daughter said. She 
opened her eyes before the sentence had ended 
and turned her head gently towards the left. 
"Sameer ... " she said, her voice dissipating like 
the steam from a hot cup of tea. Her gaze 
travelled slowly from his face to the bed where 
her son's hand lay clasped in hers, her gnarled 
fingers looking like the overgrown branches of 
a neglected shrub. As her eyes shut to the 
dimly lit room the image of a bright 
bougainvillea flashed before her. Strange how 
certain images in one's memory never fade or 
lose colour with time, and how a single thought 
can open the tap of memories, allowing the 
waters of the past to flood the barren lands of 
our present. 

Sameer. She had known another by the same 
name. Her neighbour's good looking son ... 

She had first seen him eating an ice gola from 
the candy man who frequented their lanes. As 
luck would have it her mother felt like having 
one too. This chance meeting, however was 
the beginning of a bond lifelong and 
passionate ~ quite unlike the icy pretext that 
had brought them together. 

"Do you know what your name means?" she 
had asked him. The bougainvilla swayed in the 
breeze as if trying to look away and give them 
privacy. 

"A gentle breeze" he replied, trying to work a 
flower into her long black hair. A gentle breeze? 
No. Rather, a strong gust of wind that had 
blown her away like a broken leaf .... 

It was January in Amritsar. The sunlight blended 
with the nip in the air, making the atmosphere 
seem like a delicious mix of salt and sugar 
ready to be smeared on a piece of raw mango. 
She held Sameer's hand and felt his long shapely 
fingers encircle hers. His nose sought the insides 
of her ears as they embraced and lost 
themselves in each other's arms ... His laughter 
was like the temple bells clear, pure and 
genuine. Every time she thought of him a warm 
happy flush rushed through her body, as if 
someone had poured hot soup through her 
veins. When he wanted to tease her, he called 
her 'Nandi the bull'. 

Sameer ... She used to think of him at nights 
when she Jay under the starry Amritsar sky. 
Like most young girls in Jove, she dreamt of a 
home together, children and marital bliss. 
Dreams, however, seldom mirror reality. 
Partition separated their lives and ways. Sameer 
and his family fled to Pakistan two days before 
the fifteenth of August. Nobody knew when 
or how. They just vanished, darkness playing 



accomplice. Amidst the slaughter and bloodshed 
there was another death, the death of a dream. 
Nandini mourned over its invisible corpse. 
Wept till her tear glands stopped functioning. 
The corpse burned in the fire as she took her 
wedding vows, and though the being was gone 
the ashes remained. Ashes she never immersed 
but held close to her heart. When her first 
son was born she could not think of any other 
name. Heena who was born two years later 
was named after his elder sister. Nandini 
celebrated his birthdays, the anniversaries of 
their first meeting, and shed angry tears every 
August 13th. They stained her cheeks, but could 
not revive a SO!JI now barren. Maybe it was 
wrong, even unfaithful, but what could she do? 
How could she forget the only man she had 
ever loved? "Why did he do it to me? Why did 
he leave me? Why did he inflict this festering 
wound that continually runs?" 

Tears crept into her eyes and stood poised for 
descent. She blinked, sending them plummeting 

down her cheeks and onto her cream pillow 
where they ended their journey. 

As she lay there, she knew something was 
approaching her and she waited for it calmly. 
What was it? She did not know. . . . It was too 
subtle and elusive to name, but she felt it 
creeping out of the shadows, moving towards 
her in the stillness of the room ... 

As she exhaled gently, a darkness overpowered 
her. She shut her eyes and let it envelop her, 
her body still, her thoughts calm. Suddenly, 
Nandini heard his voice - Sameer's voice ... His 
face appeared through the darkness, illuminating 
her final journey. He held an ice gola in one 
hand and held out the other. Her palm clasped 
his, not gnarled, but smooth, and her glass 
bangles tinkled as he pulled her close. 

"Nandi the bull" he said smiling, "what took 
you so long?" 

Saraswati Datar 
I BA Uterature 



Bird, Fish and Bone 
The bird looked at the fish 
It looked back at her with fishy eyes. 

Are you going to eat me? 
That did cross my mind 
You can't, you know? 
Why not? 
Because. 
What do you mean because. 
just because, bird. 
I demand an answer. 
Because, once I tell you, you'll find a way to 

eat me. 

Okay, let's strike a bargain. 
No I take no risks. 
Hear me through. 
No. Forget it. 
Listen. 
No. 
Okay ..................... Ouch!!!! 

The bone: What did you do that for? 
Because you listened. 

Deepthi Sebastian 
I BA Literature 

Untitled 
Doe-eyed dreamy, 
Groping towards that 
Rapturous oasis 
Morphing into a mirage ... 

Sangeetha N. 
I MA Literature 

Let's All ... 
On a hot dreary afternoon; 
A pungently nasal voice 
Surrounds us. 
It pushes us to the brink 
Of endless boredom. 

Monotony encompasses us. 

We have to get out of this 
Overpowering cocoon. 

Then a bulb lights 
Atop the head of a genius, 
Maybe we should travel to 
the end of the universe says she. 

No, we all should sing 
A love song, melodious and 
Soulful, pipes another voice. 

Or let's all laugh about something silly 
A billy goat perhaps? Grunted a cynic. 

Then the philosopher among us 
Cleared her throat and said prophetically 
Let's all live a while my children 
Let's all just live. 

Shruthi Padhmanabhan 
Ill BA Literature 



Sometimes I think ... 
Sometimes I think, 

I'd rather chew on a bone 

Than a cloud 

For earthward, 

My wars can be fought. 

Bloodmaps are good guides. 

I claw the airs, 

Spell heat with my mouth shut. 

My mane bites into my flesh. 

Restless impressionist 

I'm no lion. 

I cannot own the wilderness 

That is mine. 

Nivedita Subramaniam 
I BA Literature 

Untitled 
I still suffer those 

Persistent murmurings of hope 

Every time I go home, 

As I see you beneath the flowered gate 

Hand on hip 

A frown on your face 

Why so late? I hear you say 

And I blink 

And stare at the bare gate 

an ice-cream, uneaten, melting into a soppy 
mess. 

In the house 

The silence of your voice echoes around me 

I can smell the emptiness surround me 

The walls are cold 

I have lost my love for silence 

As I seek noise 

But I know ... 

Nothing can drown out your absence. 

Ranjitha Gunasekaran 
Ill BA Literature 
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GUY DE MAUPASSANT ..... " CLAIR DE LUNE " 
Guy de Maupassant, l'ecrivain franc;ais du dix
neuvieme shkle, est ne en 1850 en Normandie, 
au Nord de Ia France. II est connu dans le 
monde entier pour ses nouvelles realistes, 
simples et 'brutalement sarcastiques'. Sa vie, sa 
philosophie et ses oeuvres sont influences par 
l'auteur franc;ais, Gustave Flaubert. Ses ecritures 
principales decrivent un monde cruel, ou Ia 
misere detruit Ia joie et ou !'esperance se 
transforme a Ia crainte. II met en valeur Ia vie 
bourgeoise, Ia pauvrete, le gouvernement, Ia 
guerre franco-prussienne, les animaux et les 
spectres. II est l'auteur d'environ 250 nouvelles 
( 1880-1890), publiees dans des receuils comme 
'Yvette' ( 1885) et 'Toine' ( 1886). Maupassant 
a ecrit plusieurs romans comme 'Bel Ami' 
( 1885), 'Pierre et Jean' ( 1888) et les autres. 
Le monde litteraire a perdu un vrai genie quand 
Maupassant est mort en 1893, passant ses 
derniers jours dans un asile. 

'Clair de Lune' est une histoire de Maupassant 
qui a particulierement captive mon interet. 
Cette nouvelle focalise I'Abbe Marignan, un 
pretre zele et austere, qui possede deux 
caracteristiques uniques. Premierement, il croit 
que chaque partie de Ia nature a sa propre 
raison d'etre: le cycle des saisons pour les 
rhythmes d'agriculture, Ia pluie pour rafraichir 
les plantes, le soir qui prepare Ia nuit, et les 
tenebres qui amenent le sommeil. En tirant Ia 
logique de chaque creation, il croit qu'il 
comprend totalement les plans de Dieu. Le 
deuxieme aspect de son caractere est sa 
misogynie - sa haine totale des femmes. A ses 
yeux, les femmes symbolisent Ia peche, capables 
de rien que l'amour charnel. II croit que Dieu 
les a crees uniquement comme des pieges pour 
l'homme. Cependant, malgre cette haine, il se 

\~_:_,_'1ii>·· 
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sent !'impulsion paternelle pour sa jolie niece 
frivole, a qui il veut preparer Ia vocation 
religieuse. 

Un jour, il apprend que sa niece a un amoureux 
qu'elle rencontre tous les soirs a I 0 heures, au 
bord de Ia riviere. Cette nouvelle le cheque 
pofondement, et il passe le jour silencieux et 
enrage, se sentant trompe par un enfant. Ce 
soir-la, il se prepare a decouvrir Ia verite. II 
ouvre Ia porte - mais il s'arrete soudain, surpris 
par le clair de lune splendide et captivant. II 
entre dans Ia nuit tranquille, stupefie par Ia 
beaute qui l'entoure - les arbres ensevelis de 
lumiere, les melodies des rossignols, Ia riviere 
tamisant les rayons de Ia lune - et il commence 
a s'affaiblir devant cette beaute mystique. Une 
question le trouble: si Ia nuit est destinee au 
repos, pourquoi est-ce que Dieu l'a beni avec 
une telle beaute, illuminee par le clair de lune, 
plus poetique que l'aube, le jour et le soir? 
Pour qui est-ce que cette beaute s'epanouit? II 
reflechit ... mais pour Ia premiere fois, il se sent 
perdu devant Ia creation du Seigneur, ne 
comprenant pas le raisonnement derriere ce 
mystere. 

A ce moment-la, comme une reponse hurlee 
par son Dieu, il voit sa niece et son amoureux, 
au clair de Ia lune, leur amour complementant 
Ia splendeur de Ia nuit. II lui frappe l'esprit que 
Ia beaute nocturne a ete cree expres pour 
l'amour pur des amoureux, et humilie, il s'enfuit, 
'comme s'il etait entre dans un temple, auquel 
il n'avait pas le droit d'etre. 

Le titre de l'histoire est done, symbolique. En 
illuminant les tenebres de Ia nuit, le clair de 
lune eclaircit l'esprit de I'Abbe Marignon, qui 
etait dans lenoir de prejuge jusqu'a ce moment 



visionnaire. L'histoire est un commentaire sur 
Ia nature humaine. Comme I'Abbe, chacun a Ia 
tendance de rejeter !'incomprehensible. II faut 
done supprimer ce defaut, en acceptant chaque 
etre cree comme egal et important. 

A man avis, Ia puissance de cette histoire est 
dans le realisme et Ia simplicite de !'expression. 
Maupassant Ia raconte d'un ton de sarcasme 

en ce qui concerne les croyances de I'Abbe, ce 
qui nous prepare le changement a Ia fin du 
recit. Les images tissent une impression 
inoubliable de Ia beaute perc;ue par I'Abbe, et 
servent a illustrer Ia magnitude du Createur. 
'Clair de Lune' est done un excellent echantillon 
de l'art de Maupassant - ce qui lui a apporte 
Ia gloire universelle de nouvelliste. 

Poonam Mohan Gang/ani 
II BA Uterature 
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STELLA MARIS COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), CHENNAI - 600 086 

LIST OF OVERALL PERCENTAGE OF PASSES 

April- 2004 

CLASS APPREARED PASSED %OF PASS 

B.A. History 44 26 59.09 
Sociology 49 36 73.47 
Economics 63 47 74.60 
Fine Arts 42 41 97.62 
English 54 52 96.30 

B. Com. Section -A 76 63 82.89 
Section - B 145 138 95.17 

B.Sc. Mathematics 
Section -A 38 37 97.37 
Section - B 33 30 90.91 

Physics 42 40 . 95.24 
Chemistry 42 41 97.62 
Botany 42 39 92.86 
Zoology 37 26 70.27 

B.C.A. 94 91 96.81 

M.A. International Studies 27 27 100.00 
Economics. 22 19 86.36 
Fine Arts 14 12 85.71 
English 14 13 92.86 

M.S.W. Social Work 23 23 100.00 

M.Sc. Mathematics 35 33 94.29 
Information Technology 18 18 100.00 
Bioinformatics 17 17 100.00 
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