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‘Bad childhood
experience is
new epldemlc

Times News NeETwork

Chennai: “Mental health is a tlckmg time
bomb and adverse childhood experience is |
the new epidemic,” said Dr Shekhar Sesha- 1
dri, psychiatrist and senior professor at the
National Institute of Mental Healthand Neu- |
ro Sciences (Nimhans) at the seventh inter-
national conférence organised by the Indian :
Society of Victimology at Stella Maris Col- :
lege.
Hewasgivingthe valedictory addressata
three-day conference on the theme ‘Emerg- :
ing forms of victimisation: Multi-disciplin-
ary perspective’. :
Dr Seshadri said Nimhans has initiated :
discussions with the Governmentof Indiato :
start a national initiative of pooling re- :
sources on child protection, mental health :
and psychosocial services. :
This initiative is called Praticriya (mean-
ingresponse). “If this comesthrough, wewill :
be working extensively in the context of chil-
dren who are vietims of offences, crimesand :
discrimination, besides undertaking train- :
ing for the judiciary, juvenile justice board
and child care institutions.” :
Stating that the conference focused less :
on interventions, Dr Seshadri wantd to take
forward the domain of victimologytorelated :
domains of vulnerability and trauma and :
look at it from aspects of victimhood that :
may not necessarily have a criminal context.
“This way, we can expand the scope of our :
work and reach out to many more people,” he
said. :
Earlier in the day, Justice 8 Vimala, for- :
mer judge of the Madras high court, spoke
about childrenof prisonersandsaidmanydo
notrealise theextent of victimisation. :
The court had constituted a committee to
identify such children and rehabilitate them.




