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About 4000 years ago, the ancient Egyptians used the stem of a plant called papyrus to 

make paper. The name paper is derived from papyrus. True paper, as we know it today, 

was first made by the Chinese about 1900 years ago. It was probably made from the 

bark of trees. The bark was made into pulp and then spread out in thin sheets and left to 

dry. Today wood pulp is used to make paper. Paper was invented before printing. 

Earlier books had to be written by hand on paper. This was slow and laborious. Books 

were therefore very rare. They were only available to a few people. 
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